European Parliament resolution on Turkey's 2007 progress report

1.
Rapporteur: Ria OOMEN-RUIJTEN (EPP-DE/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0168/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0224

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 21 May 2008

4.
Subject: Turkey's 2007 progress report

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

6.
Background of the resolution:

· Commission Progress Report 2007 on Turkey (SEC(2007)1436)

· EP Resolutions of 27 September 2006 on the opening of negotiations with Turkey and of 24 October 2007 on EU-Turkey relations

· Negotiating Framework for Turkey 3 October 2005

· Council Decision 2008/158/EC of 18 February 2008 on the principles, priorities and conditions contained in the Accession Partnership with Turkey, setting out short-term and medium-term priorities

· Report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and opinion of the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (A6-0168/2008)

7.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution expresses overall concern at the slow pace of reforms in Turkey, despite the outcome of the elections in 2007 which gave a strong parliamentary majority to the government. It also expresses concerns on the closure case against the ruling party AKP.

The resolution also includes specific requests to the Commission:

· start negotiations on an EU-Turkey visa facilitation agreement and intensify negotiations on a readmission agreement;

· provide for an analysis of the new Law on Foundations;

· analyse the impact of the new anti-terror law;

· report on activities carried out within the EU-Turkey Civil Society Dialogue;

· present a follow-up to the impact study already presented in 2004;

· report, before the end of 2008, on assistance provided to Turkey under the IPA instrument since 2007.

8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

On visa facilitation and the readmission agreement: the Commission is ready any time to resume negotiations with Turkey on a readmission agreement once Turkey decides to return to the negotiation table. Such readmission agreement would greatly facilitate the conclusion of a visa facilitation agreement.
On the law on foundation: the Commission will report on the law as well as on its implementation in its usual Progress Report for Turkey which will be adopted by the college in the autumn. The same goes for the anti-terror law.

On the implementation of pre-accession assistance for Turkey (IPA) and the ongoing civil society dialogue with Turkey: The Commission will prepare each year an IPA Report, i.e. a report on implementation of IPA in beneficiary countries that will be sent to the European Parliament and the Council. This report will cover all components of IPA and hence include regional development activities (i.e. aiming at reducing regional disparities) and civil society dialogue/development measures. The first IPA report covering the year 2007 is likely to be ready and sent in early autumn 2008.

On the financial instrument for the Turkish Cypriot community: the Commission issues an annual report on the implementation of the Aid Regulation (Council Regulation 389/2006). The first report has been submitted to the Council and European Parliament in 2007. The next Annual Report is likely to be issued in July 2008.

On the follow up to the impact study presented in 2004: the Commission will provide substantial assessments of the impact of accession on key policy areas in the course of accession negotiations (e.g.: movement of persons, border management, agriculture, cohesion policy and transport). Similar assessments will be conducted in the areas of energy policy and foreign and security policies, also taking into account the EU's strategic motives to enlarge in terms of increased stability, foreign and security policy assets, or secure energy supply. This will enable Member States to define the EU common positions for the negotiations in the chapters concerned, including, where relevant, transition periods or other arrangements, with a full understanding of the likely impact.
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