European Parliament resolution on the New Flame shipwreck and its consequences in Algeciras Bay

1.
Political Groups which tabled the Resolution pursuant to Rule 103(4) of Parliament's Rules of Procedure: PPE-DE, PSE, ALDE, UEN, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL
2.
EP reference number: B6-0180/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0176

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 24 April 2008

4.
Subject: New Flame shipwreck and its consequences in Algeciras Bay

5
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)
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Brief analysis of the Resolution and requests made in it:
The Parliament calls on the Commission:

· to forward to it all the information provided by the competent national and regional competent authorities (paragraph 1);

· in its role of 'guardian of the treaties' to verify the competent authorities' compliance with a number of Articles of the Treaty and to propose the legal measures necessary to remedy any shortcomings (paragraph 5);

· to ask the competent authorities for information on the vessel's cargo (paragraph 9);

· to ask all those Member States which have not yet done so to ratify the 2001 International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage (Bunker Oil 2001 Convention) and to enforce compliance with Community legislation in the matter (paragraph 10);

· to submit a proposal in order to ensure that bunker oil for engine fuel in new ships is stored in safer, double-hull tanks (paragraph 11);

· to prepare a directive on improving the quality of maritime fuels; it welcomes the recent agreement at the International Maritime Organisation on such a proposal being introduced by 1 January 2010 (paragraph 12);

· to propose improvements to the legislation on the protection of environmentally sensitive cross‑border marine areas, including stronger (satellite) surveillance and monitoring of ships (paragraph 13);

· to intervene with the competent national and regional authorities to reach an agreement on a public performance protocol in the area of the Straits of Gibraltar and particularly in the Bay of Algeciras, similar to the existing bilateral and regional agreements concluded between coastal states, which would provide for mutual assistance in the event of a maritime pollution incident (paragraph 14).
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Response to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Paragraph 1:
All the relevant information was provided in the plenary session debate that ended with the adoption of the Resolution. The Commission has, moreover, answered many parliamentary questions
 on the subject. It has also submitted its comments in response to a petition
.

Paragraph 5:
The Commission will continue to see that the Treaty and Community legislation are correctly applied, especially in the area of shipping and environmental protection.

Paragraph 9:
Operations to recover the vessel's cargo began in early May. The Commission has asked the competent authorities for information on the cargo and its destination.

Paragraph 10:
Following the adoption of the 2001 Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage, the Commission pointed out that aspects of this Convention fall under the exclusive competence of the Community. Accordingly, and on a proposal from the Commission, the Council adopted a decision in 2002 authorising the Member States to conclude this Convention in the Community interest; the decision called on the Member States to do so "if possible before 30 June 2006".

The question of the progress of ratification of this Convention and other IMO conventions on liability and compensation was raised at the behest of the Commission at the Council meetings on transport of June 2004 and June 2006. The matter was also the subject of Commission circulars to all transport ministers in November 2004 and February 2006. When it presented the third package of maritime safety measures, the Commission stressed the objective of ratification.

Paragraph 11:
The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) has adopted an amendment to Annex I to the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) on the protection of bunker oil in tanks. This amendment entered into force on 1 January 2007 and applies to the EU Member States as contracting parties to the MARPOL Convention.

Paragraph 12:
The Commission welcomes the progress made at the April 2008 meeting of the IMO's Marine Environment Protection Committee towards reducing the sulphur content of marine fuels. This change at global level has to be phased in to let the oil industries adapt. In the meantime, tighter rules will be applied in the Baltic and North Sea areas. The Commission is examining arrangements for applying these standards at Community level.

Paragraph 13:
The Commission would point out that vessel traffic monitoring at Community level is making steady progress. The SafeSeaNet system managed by the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMAS) enables the Member States connected to the system to exchange information. EMSA's CleanSeaNet, a system developed under Directive 2005/35/EC on ship‑source pollution and on the introduction of penalties for infringements, enables the Member States to use satellite images to detect possible marine oil spills.
A decision has also been taken to set up a European data centre for the long-range identification and tracking (LRIT) of vessels by means of satellite signals. The Agency has been instructed to set up and manage the centre.

Lastly, the "Blue Book" ("An Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union") and its action plan include a specific action concerning the surveillance of maritime areas.
Paragraph 14:
By virtue of the principle of subsidiarity, it is not for the Commission to take such initiatives, but it is ready to lend its support in so far as its powers and resources allow. The Commission would also point out that the EU has decided to supplement national pollution‑control capacities through EMSA in a multiannual financial framework.
------------
� Written questions E-4247/07, E-0193/08, E-0941/08 to E-0950/08, E-0990/08, E-1009/08, E-1025/08.


� Petition 936/2007 from Antonio Muñoz Secilla, on behalf of Verdemar-Ecologistas en Acción (San Roque, Spain) - The detrimental environmental impact of the oil transfers taking place in the port of Gibraltar and the need to amend the existing EU legislation.
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