European Parliament Resolution on the Communication from the Commission: Towards Europe-wide Safer, Cleaner and Efficient Mobility: The First Intelligent Car Report
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6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution shows the wide support of the European Parliament to the Intelligent Car Initiative and the Commission's actions. There is clear support to continue, especially with the in-vehicle emergency call (eCall). The resolution calls for the remaining Member States to sign the eCall MoU and Commission to further develop the regulatory framework for the full harmonisation of 112 and eCall.

Affordability is coming more and more important. The Commission needs to pursue the key target of making these technologies available for everybody, using all possible instruments such as user awareness campaigns, incentives, public procurement and also regulation when necessary.

The resolution supports the use of ICT based system on contributing to cleaner and more efficient mobility, while calling the Member States and Commission to promote measures contributing to CO2 reduction.

The Parliament calls for the Member States, the Commission and car manufacturers to provide awareness campaigns on the use of intelligent vehicle systems, targeting also car dealerships and driving schools.

The resolution backs the development of co-operative systems and supports harmonisation in Europe for communication between vehicles and with the infrastructure.

The resolution stresses the necessity of defining appropriate human-machine interaction, in particular to ensure safe use and fixing of the increasing number of portable Nomadic Devices, and recalls the necessity of addressing adequately security and personal data privacy.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
· The Commission will report by end of 2008 to the Council and the Parliament on the outcome of the negotiations with the automotive industry on the voluntary introduction of eCall in the vehicles and on the progress of the eCall initiative.

· The Commission will urge the remaining Member States to sign the eCall Memorandum of Understanding as soon as possible and the standardisation organisations to adopt the standards needed to harmonise the in-vehicle emergency call (eCall) based on the pan-European single emergency number (112).

· The Commission will restart the discussion on the use of incentives to promote the use of intelligent vehicle safety systems, possibly establishing a Working Group under the eSafety Forum.

· The Commission will continue, in cooperation with national programmes from Member States, supporting research and development of new advanced intelligent systems for accident avoidance, including co-operative systems in which vehicles will communicate amongst them and with the infrastructure.

· The Commission is working with the Radio Spectrum Committee on the allocation of frequency spectrum for intelligent vehicle safety applications, and will adopt a decision on the second half of 2008 to reserve such a band.

· The Commission will continue supporting awareness campaigns on intelligent vehicle safety systems, in collaboration with Member States and private stakeholders, in particular through the eSafety Aware platform.

· The Commission has concluded a memorandum of understanding with the Japanese Government on the development of a common methodology to measure the impact of ICT based solutions for reducing CO2 emissions, and to exchange research results on this issue, and intends to conclude a similar agreement with the United States administration.

· The Commission is planning to adopt a Communication on 2009 on ICT based measures to improve energy efficiency and reduce emissions addressing also the transport sector, and taking into account the recommendations of the eSafety Forum Working Group on ICT for Clean Mobility.

· The Commission supports the work of the Nomadic Device Forum on the safe integration of portable nomadic devices within the vehicle environment. The Commission has adopted an updated recommendation on the European Statement of Principles (ESoP) for a safe and efficient use of in-vehicle information and communication systems, including portable nomadic devices and will organise a workshop with the Member States by end 2008 to assess the level of adoption of the ESoP, and to study what further measures are needed.

· The Commission has organised two workshops concerning the protection of privacy in the design of in-vehicle telematics and co-operative systems, in collaboration with article 29 Working Party on Data Protection experts, and will look forward to the work of the eSafety Forum eSecurity Working Group on the recommendations towards a Code of Practice on this issues.
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