
CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion (2010)
1.

Rapporteur: Marie PANAYOTOPOULOS-CASSIOTOU (EPP-ED/EL)
2.

EP reference number: A6-0173/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0286
3.

Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 June 2008

4.
Subject: European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion (2010)
5.

Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0278(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 137(2) of the Treaty establishing the European Community
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept the compromise solution reached by the Council and Parliament. The Commission's position on the amendments adopted by Parliament is as follows:

Amendment 1 - Acceptable with some redrafting - reference to "commitments" rather than objectives.
Amendment 2 - Acceptable with some redrafting - language to be aligned to Structural Funds' definitions.
Amendment 3 -Acceptable in part - the last sentence does not seem appropriate in a "Recital".
Amendments 4/5 - Acceptable in substance with some redrafting - simplification and merging with Amendment 5.
Amendments 6/7 – Acceptable.
Amendment 8 - Acceptable in spirit - it seems more pertinent under the Annex, part I, paragraph 3 – other actions.
Amendment 9 - Acceptable in part - coordination mechanisms already exist (Open Method of Coordination on Social Protection and Social Inclusion).
Amendment 10 - Acceptable in substance.
Amendment 11 - Acceptable with some redrafting.
Amendments 12/13 – Acceptable.
Amendments 14/15 - Acceptable in substance.
Amendments 16/17 – Acceptable.
Amendment 18 - Acceptable with some redrafting.
Amendment 19 – Acceptable - however, the amendment has not been retained in the compromise solution between the Council and the Parliament.
Amendments 20/21/22/23 – Acceptable.
Amendment 24 - Acceptable if redrafted - the text should not give the impression to expand the notion of "fundamental rights.
Amendments 25/26 - Acceptable in substance with some redrafting - amendment 25 simplification and merging with Amendment 26.
Amendments 27/28/29 – Acceptable.
Amendment 30 - Acceptable in part - to drop last part under point c) on multidimensional indicators, as not relevant for the objectives of the European Year 2010.
Amendment 31 – Acceptable.
Amendment 32 - Acceptable in part - too many references to the same issue should be avoided.
Amendment 33 – Acceptable.
Amendment 34 – Acceptable - however, the amendment has not been retained in the compromise solution between the Council and the Parliament.
Amendments 35/36 – Acceptable.
Amendment 37 - Acceptable if redrafted. However, the amendment has not been retained in the compromise solution between the Council and the Parliament. Both the Parliament and the Council accepted the Commission's suggestion to underline the importance of facilitating access by all NGOs, including small and medium-sized organisations in the Strategic Framework Document that Commission will draw up following the adoption of the Decision.

Amendment 38- Acceptable.
Amendment 39 – Acceptable - However, the amendment has not been retained in the compromise solution between the Council and the Parliament.
Amendment 40 - Not acceptable - risks to be too restrictive - the amendment does not make part of the compromise solution between the Council and the Parliament.
Amendments 41/42 –Acceptable.
Amendment 43 - Acceptable in spirit - it would be more appropriate under Article 5 – on cooperation at the Community level.
Amendment 44 - Acceptable with some redrafting.
Amendment 45 - Acceptable in substance.
Amendments 46-49 – Acceptable.
Amendment 50 –Acceptable in substance.
Amendment 51 - Acceptable if redrafted - in terms of relations between severe poverty and fundamental rights.
Amendment 52 - Acceptable in part. However, the amendment has not been retained in the compromise solution between the Council and the Parliament.  Both the Parliament and the Council accepted the Commission's suggestion to underline the importance of ensuring the widest possible access, including the possibility for the NIBs to decide not to request any co-financing and instead fully fund certain actions, in the Strategic Framework Document that Commission will draw up following the adoption of the Decision.

Amendments 53-63 – Acceptable.
Amendment 64 - Acceptable if redrafted - drop reference to "management of private life", not completely appropriate in this context.
Amendment 65 - Not acceptable - 2007 European Year on Equal Opportunities already covered this dimension.
Amendment 66 - Acceptable in spirit.
9.

Outlook for amendment of the proposal:
At its meeting on 3 June, Coreper gave the Slovenian presidency a formal mandate to negotiate with Parliament. A trialogue was held on 4 June. The Council and Parliament clearly stated their wish to arrive at a rapid solution. Three amendments by Parliament which had not been accepted by the Council were discussed and compromise solutions were found.

At its meeting on 11 June, Coreper approved these solutions, and a letter from the Council Presidency setting out these solutions was sent to the Chair of the EMPL Parliamentary Committee.
Since no changes were made to the compromise text as set out in the letter from the Council Presidency, no subsequent amendments are expected.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of a common position:
This went through at first reading and the Presidency expects the legislative text to be adopted by the EPSCO Council on 2 October 2008.
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