European Parliament resolution on the annual report from the Council to the European Parliament on the main aspects and basic choices of the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), presented to the European Parliament in application of point G, paragraph 43 of the Interinstitutional Agreement of 17 May 2006 - 2006

1.
Rapporteur: Jacek Emil SARYUSZ-WOLSKI (EPP-DE/PL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0189/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0254

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 June 2005

4.
Subject: Annual report from the Council to the European Parliament on the main aspects and basic choices of the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), presented to the European Parliament in application of point G, paragraph 43 of the Interinstitutional Agreement of 17 May 2006 - 2006

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

6.
Brief analysis of the resolution and of Parliament's requests:
The resolution reflects a large agreement within the European Parliament on the need for a more coherent foreign and security policy, as well as on the need to reinforce the existing instruments. The resolution also affirms that the European Parliament should be able more systematically to take a position on each decision making stage relating to the CFSP.

The resolution contains four specific requests to the Commission:

a) it reiterates its call for the creation of the post of High Official for Foreign Energy Policy under the authority of the future double-hatted High Representative/Vice-President of the Commission, with responsibility for coordinating the Union's activities in this field (and it regrets the lack of response from the Council and the Commission to Parliament's above-mentioned resolution of 26 September 2007) (point 16);

b) it calls on the Commission and the Council to mobilise all efforts aimed at successful implementation of the Nabucco pipeline project as soon as possible (point 16);

c) it calls on the Council and the Commission to foster regional cooperation with the Black Sea and the Baltic Sea (point 34);

d) it calls on the Council and the Commission to ensure that the mandate for any future agreement with the Russian Federation establishes a mechanism to monitor its implementation (point 36).

7.
Reply to the requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take

On the Nabucco pipeline (point 16)
The European Council of March 2007 sent a clear signal that the EU as a whole recognises the Nabucco gas pipeline as a priority project. The Commission has been actively pursuing measures to promote this project, including the appointment of a project co-ordinator, Mr Van Aartsen. In addition, the Commission has been promoting the project in a series of high-level meetings with potential supplier countries in the Caspian Basin and the Mashreq, as well as signing Memoranda of Understanding on energy with key third countries such as Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan.

On the creation of the post of High Official for Foreign Energy Policy (point 16)
The Commission welcomes the continuing importance that the European Parliament is giving to the issue of the EU’s external energy security and for underlining the need for an increased solidarity amongst the EU Member States.

The Commission has expressed its opinion on the proposal concerning the creation of a post of High Official for Foreign Energy Policy when this idea was first put forward in the Parliamentary resolution of September 2007 on a common European Foreign Policy on Energy. This proposal would clearly require an assessment of its compatibility with the institutional balance in the Treaty and in particular with regard to the competences established by the Lisbon Treaty in the field of energy and the danger of duplicating existing functions with no real added-value. It needs to be borne in mind that most of the significant bilateral agreements in the energy sector involve at least ministers, if not the heads of state or government.

On the need further to promote regional cooperation with the Black Sea and the Baltic Sea (point 34)

The Commission has significantly continued fostering regional cooperation in both the Black and Baltic Sea Regions.

On 18 June the Commission issued a Communication to the Council and the European Parliament on the first year of implementation of the Black Sea Synergy initiative. The document describes achievements in the different sectors and reviews the prospects for the immediate future: a) long-term measurable objectives could be set in areas such as environment, transport, energy or maritime safety to mobilise efforts by BSS partners; b) lead countries or organisations could be selected to coordinate actions to meet these objectives; c) sector partnerships could be established to provide a framework for co-financing of projects involving some or all of the Black Sea Synergy partners; c) increased involvement of civil society and people to people contacts, a Black Sea Civil Society Forum and an Institute of European Studies in the Black Sea are proposed; d) Belarus could be included in some BSS activities at technical level. The Foreign Ministerial meeting of the EU and Black Sea region States held in Kyiv on 14 February 2008 represented a milestone in this process.

As for the Baltic Sea, the Commission is preparing an EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region as requested by Parliament and the European Council, aiming to have it completed and presented to Parliament and Council in 2009, ahead of the Swedish Presidency. Moreover, the Commission, through its membership, has contributed to the reform process of the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) in 2007/2008. The President of the Commission participated in the Baltic Sea Summit held in Riga on 4 June and reiterated the Commission's engagement with Baltic cooperation. Finally, the Black Sea and Baltic Sea cross-border programmes will be operational this year, supporting trans-national cooperation across each of these regions until 2013 focusing on civil society and local / regional authorities.

On the mechanism to monitor the implementation of the agreement with Russia (point 36)
The EC intends that the New EU-Russia Agreement should provide an institutional framework to ensure accountable, effective implementation of all decisions taken under the agreement, and will strive for this in the forthcoming negotiations.
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