European Parliament resolution on negotiations between the European Union and the United States with regard to visa exemptions (visa waiver)
1.
Resolution tabled by Gérard DEPREZ (ALDE/BE) on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) pursuant to Rules 83 and 103(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure

2.
EP reference number: B6-0233/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0230
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 22 May 2008
4.
Subject: Negotiations between the EU and the United States (US) with regard to the participation of all Member States in the US Visa Waiver Program (VWP)
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)
6.
Brief analysis /assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The Resolution adopted by Parliament is a follow-up to the debate at the plenary session on 23 April 2008 on the negotiations between the EU and the US with regard to visa exemptions for EU citizens.

The Resolution notes that the US recognised the Community's competence to negotiate visa policy agreements following the joint statement during the JHA Ministerial Troika on 13 March 2008.  It notes, in particular, that in accordance with that statement, the US should negotiate with the Commission on visa matters, as is already the case for air transport.

It reiterates that any agreement entered into by the EC/EU should comply with fundamental rights and freedoms, including the rights to privacy and data protection.

The Resolution:

· urges the Commission to include in its negotiations the issue of the exclusion of Europeans with HIV from the VWP;
· urges the Commission to ensure equal treatment of all Union citizens;
· expresses the EP's agreement with the Commission that there are no objective reasons for a travel ban on HIV infected people.

It endorses the mandate given by the Council to the Commission to negotiate an agreement securing visa waivers for all EU citizens entering the territory of the US, such as already apply to US citizens entering the territory of the EU.  It calls on the Commission to inform the competent parliamentary committee after each negotiation meeting.

It considers that negotiations should be concluded before June 2009 and that, by then, no discrimination should be allowed between the EU citizens.

Finally, it shares the view that Member States, according to the principle of loyal cooperation provided for in Article 10 of the EC Treaty, should follow the Council's "red lines".

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

In relation to the mandate the Commission received from the Council to negotiate an agreement between the European Community (EC) and the US (paragraph 5), the Commission would like to indicate that the agreement to be negotiated between the EC and the US can only facilitate the (continued) participation of all Member States in the VWP as the agreement will only cover certain aspects to be fulfilled by Member States before they could participate in the VWP.  The US has solely the authority to determine whether Member States will start or continue to participate in the Program.

With regard to the exclusion of Europeans with HIV from the VWP (paragraph 4), Vice –President Barrot has, on behalf of the Commission, already requested further information from the US authorities on the reasons why individuals carrying HIV are excluded from using the US VWP.

Finally, the Commission will keep the competent parliamentary committee informed on the progress of negotiations with the US (paragraph 5).
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