
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation applying a scheme of generalised tariff preferences for the period from 1 January 2009 to 31 December 2011 and amending Regulations (EC) No 552/97, No 1933/2006 and Commission Regulations (EC) No 964/2007 and No 1100/2006

1.
Rapporteur: Helmuth MARKOV (GUE/NGL/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0200/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0252
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 June 2008

4.
Subject: generalised tariff preferences scheme for 2009-2011

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0289(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 133 of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on International Trade (INTA)

8.
Commission‘s position: The Commission cannot accept any of the amendments adopted by Parliament.

Amendments 3, 4, 14 and 17 are not supported as the Commission believes that the GSP Regulation is not the right basis for providing technical assistance. Support to be given to GSP beneficiary countries for the implementation of conventions and the improvement of GSP utilisation has to be provided in the framework of the national and regional development strategies agreed with the countries concerned. The European Commission negotiates multi-annual programming documents with each partner country or region, setting priorities for the allocation of aid resources in ways which ensure the demand-driven, pro-poor character of their national trade development strategies. These Country or Regional Strategy Papers are key vehicles for turning development policy into practical help on the ground, and trade is a priority at every stage.

Amendments 8, 9, 15 and 16 are not supported because the revision and harmonisation of the rules of origin are part of a different legislative process, currently under discussion with Member States and beneficiary countries.

Amendments 5, 19, 21 and 33 are not supported because they would imply an annual opening of the special incentive arrangement for sustainable development and good governance (GSP+). The Commission considers that this would create excessive uncertainty for economic actors both in the EU and in developing countries and would risk making the scheme unpredictable.

The Commission agreed however to support the Council's proposal to establish an additional mid-term GSP+ opening during the lifetime of the Regulation (the review would concern only new GSP+ applications). This will provide a further opening of the GSP+ by providing an additional opportunity to accede to the scheme. With the mid-term opening the procedure from the regular, three-years review would be partially copied, which would make the scheme less vulnerable.

The Commission does not support the remaining amendments as they introduce new elements that were not foreseen in the 2004 GSP Communication, which laid down the GSP guidelines for the ten years period 2006-2015 in order to assure greater continuity and stability of the scheme.  They would therefore imply more substantive changes to the scheme than the essentially technical adjustments and updating for the 2009-11 period proposed by the Commission. For example:

Amendment 6, regarding the transfer of products classified as 'sensitive' to the 'non sensitive' category in the next Regulation, would prejudge future discussion on that Regulation.  Amendment 37, regarding the consideration of alternative trade frameworks for ACP countries which were not LDCs and had not signed an EPA, would introduce an element more relevant to the appropriate bilateral (EC-ACP) context.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: No amended proposal.

10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal: Political agreement on the proposal was reached at Coreper on 11 June 2008. The proposal will be presented for adoption as an A point at the Council meeting of 23 July 2008.













Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles – Belgique, Téléphone : (32-2) 299 11 11.

Bureau: BERL 7/352, Téléphone: ligne directe (32-2) 299 31 45, Télécopieur: 296 59 57.

2

