European Parliament Resolution on ‘Towards a new culture of urban mobility’
1.
Rapporteur: Reinhard RACK (EPP-ED/AT)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0252/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0356

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 9 July 2008

4.
Subject: Green Paper on urban mobility (COM(207)551)
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament welcomes the Green Paper on urban mobility as a suitable basis for discussion. The resolution states that the EU should define an overall strategy on urban mobility. The resolution indicates that a clear identification of the EU's areas of responsibility is necessary. The resolution highlights that local authorities should be free to adopt their own mobility policies and emphasises the individual responsibility of citizens.

The resolution calls for actions to be taken at EU level, which comprise: legislation; standardisation and harmonisation; dissemination and exchange of best practices; data collection, pilot and experimental projects; research and development; coordination between authorities; education, awareness campaigns and behaviour studies; and financing.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The resolution calls for an integrated global approach on urban mobility, which can serve as a reference framework. The Commission intends to establish such a framework in the Action Plan on urban mobility, scheduled for adoption in autumn 2008. This Action Plan will include proposals for actions to be launched in the coming years.

The resolution calls for a wide range of actions to be taken at EU level, and these will be considered for the preparation of the Action Plan. For example, the resolution calls for the EU to stimulate cities to establish integrated and comprehensive sustainable urban mobility plans. The Commission will consider how it can further promote these plans. It will reflect on the positive and negative effects of linking EU funding more closely with requirements related to sustainable transport, environmental protection and sustainable urban mobility plans.

As regards the proposal to establish a European platform that could gather data and information, the Commission considers that improving data availability, provision and sharing of information and exchange of best practices are important priorities. They will be part of the Action Plan on urban mobility.

With regards to the internalisation of external costs of various transport modes, the Commission has adopted on 8 July 2008 its Strategy for the internalisation of external costs (COM(2008)435).

As regards the request for specific rules and/or guidance for the standardisation and harmonisation in different fields, the Commission will continue to promote interoperability and common standards. It will particularly look at how the various experiences gained with green zones and urban charging systems in European cities can be disseminated. In addition, it will assess the need for better harmonised criteria for urban traffic restrictions.

The resolution calls for dissemination and promotion of best practices on many aspects of urban mobility. The Commission will continue its efforts to support cities and other stakeholders in this field.

The Commission agrees with the importance of research, development and innovation, for example in the field of cleaner vehicle technologies, intelligent transport systems, traveller behaviour and planning. The Seventh Framework Programme for research and technological development already includes under the theme "transport" a specific activity domain on "Ensuring sustainable urban mobility". It covers activities in the area of highly innovative, non-polluting, and intelligent transport and mobility solutions. In preparing the Action Plan the Commission will look at the need for specific new research actions.

The resolution stresses that all local, regional and national authorities, businesses and individual citizens need to take up their responsibilities for action. The Commission will consider how it can further support and encourage them in taking action, for example through information, education and awareness raising initiatives.

Finally, the resolution calls for the Commission to examine the possibilities for financing urban transport and look into other aspects related to funding. The Structural and Cohesion Funds already provide an important contribution. In the field of state aid, the Commission's new guidelines for State aid for environmental protection, adopted on 23 January 2008, the Commission's new guidelines for State aid for railway undertakings, adopted on 30 April 2008, and the general block exemption regulation, adopted on 7 July 2008, will offer Member States more opportunities to grant, under certain conditions, aid for the purchase and renewal of passenger transport rolling stock. In preparing the Action Plan, the Commission will reflect on further initiatives.
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