European Parliament Resolution on imports of poultry carcasses

1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 103(2) of Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the political groups PSE, EPP-ED, ALDE, UEN, Greens/EFA and GUE/NGL
2.
EP reference number: B6-0309/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0307

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 June 2008

4.
Subject: authorisation of chlorinated chicken/importation of poultry carcasses

5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

In view of the fact that the scientific information available is insufficient, that the precautionary principle is enshrined in the Treaty, that consumers buying treated meat could be misled, that food security policy in Europe is an integrated "whole chain" approach as opposed to the US "end-of-chain" approach, that the Agriculture and Fisheries Council has twice discussed this question and that the Member States have rejected the Commission's proposal, Parliament expresses its disapproval of this proposal, considers that this is a matter for the Agriculture and Fisheries Council and calls on the Council to reject the proposal. It asks to be consulted and fully informed by the Commission before any further decisions are taken in preparation for the next Transatlantic Economic Council meeting to be held in October 2008.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission considers that informing Parliament on developments at the Transatlantic Economic Council (TEC) is very important, and has taken various steps to ensure that this information and exchange take place. The Commissioner responsible for this matter addressed Parliament's part-session to report on the state of preparations for the next TEC meeting. In addition, the two co-chairmen of the TEC approached the four European representatives (MEPs) of the Transatlantic Legislators Dialogue in order to review the progress achieved and the future work of the TEC before the meeting. Lastly, the TEC met the Group of Advisers, which includes the same four MEPs, and gave them a debriefing before the TEC meeting.
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