
CO-DECISION procedure - First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics relating to external trade with non-member countries and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 1172/95

1.
Rapporteur: Helmuth MARKOV (GUE/NGL/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0267/2008/ P6_TA-PROV(2008)0414
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 23 September 2008

4.
Subject: Community statistics relating to external trade with non-member countries and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 1172/95
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0233(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 285 (1) TEC

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on International Trade (INTA)
8.
Commission’s position:

Most of the amendments of the EP aim at clarifying the terminology, the legal references and the intention (recitals) of the Commission proposal. Other amendments reinforce the Comitology system without changing the basic reform objectives. Those amendments constitute no major obstacle and can be accepted by the Commission. Some minor additional specifications, currently discussed by the Council working party, should be taken over by the EP (e.g. renaming of certain data, specifying the list of exclusion).

As regards the deletion of collecting the "import quotas" identification number in the EP resolution (Amendment 18), these data are very important for monitoring the Community trade and agriculture policy. Therefore, it is recommended not to accept the amendment.
The EP resolution proposes a statistical data exchange system where the national Customs authorities are obliged to provide for the statistical data exchange (Amendment 26). It is recommended not to accept this amendment until a coordinated solution between Customs and statistical authorities has been agreed on. It should be noted that the initial Commission proposal would allow designing the data exchange system in the implementing provisions.

The EP resolution proposes to exclude the transmission of statistical data to the Commission (Eurostat) when those data are not available at the national Customs administration due to several Customs simplification measures (Amendment 27). It is recommended not to accept this amendment, because it would lead to partial coverage of trade statistics and deteriorate considerably the quality of the data. However, it is recommended instead to specify in Article 4 the data source in the case of non-availability of customs data (i.e. self assessment pursuant to Article 116 MCCC implying a possible waiver from the obligation to lodge a custom declaration). The EP amendment was already proposed to the Council Working Party on Statistics by the Dutch delegate, but rejected by the vast majority of the WP members.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal as there are ongoing discussions between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission, for an agreement for a second reading adoption.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Under the condition that an agreement is reached in the Council Working Party on Statistics before the end of October a Common Position of the Council could be finalised by the end of the year 2008. In this case the Common Position and the Communication of the Commission could be transmitted to the January 2009 EP plenary in order to be adopted before the end of legislature. However, there is a certain risk that the discussion will continue under the new Parliament.
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