
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation on the conclusion of the Protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and financial contribution provided for in the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Community and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania for the period 1 August 2008 to 31 July 2012
1.
Rapporteur: Carmen FRAGA ESTÉVEZ (EPP-ED/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0278/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0359
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 10 July 2008

4.
Subject: EC/Seychelles Agreement - fishing opportunities and financial contributions 
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0093(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 300(3), first subparagraph, of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission cannot accept any of the amendments adopted by Parliament.

Amendment 1 – Rejected

The Commission already complies with the transmission of such information in line with the current inter-institutional arrangements.

Amendment 2 – Rejected

The same approach that is followed for the participation of MEPs to bilateral negotiations (not foreseen in the Commission-EP framework agreement) has to be followed as regards Joint Committees where the two parties are officially represented (Community and the third country)
. The Commission will however continue to cooperate with the EP on the basis of the framework agreement. Therefore, the Commission position is that:

Joint Committees are meetings which are formally foreseen by the Agreements and which are co-chaired by the Commission, on behalf of the Community. As is it the case for negotiations, the Commission may be assisted by representatives of Member States.
In this respect, no other participation than from representatives of Member States can be foreseen; the Commission will continue to systematically inform the Fisheries Committee of the results of the meetings with third countries (Joint Committees and negotiations) by transmitting the agreed minutes of these meetings; the Commission will continue to inform the EP before and after these meetings take place
 in order to fulfil its obligations as set in the inter-institutional arrangements.
Amendment 3 – Rejected

The Commission already complies with the transmission of such information in line with the current inter-institutional arrangements.
Amendment 4 – Rejected

The FPA documents are available on the internet website.
9.
Outlook for the amendment of the proposal: No amended proposal.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The proposal was adopted by the Council on 15 July 2008.
� Joint Committees are made up of representatives of the Community and the third country in order to monitor the application of the Fisheries Partnership Agreements. The role and mandate of the Joint Committee is defined in the Fisheries Partnership Agreement.


� During the meeting between Chairman, Vice Presidents and Political co-ordinators of the Fisheries Committee and Commissioner Joe Borg at Strasbourg on 15th February 2006, the Commissioner said that the Commission was willing to hold regular meetings with the Fisheries Committee every two months on the FPAs - he would himself be willing to appear before the Committee twice a year and the other 4 meetings could be chaired by the Director responsible for the FPAs from DG FISH.
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