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6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:
The European Parliament resolution on trade in services highlights the increasing share of trade in services in world trade, the potential growth of services trade and the competitiveness of EU service suppliers.

As general policies, the resolution calls on the Commission to pursue, in trade negotiations, the progressive and reciprocal opening of access to services markets and a policy of increased transparency and predictability of rules and regulations to the benefit of citizens and business. The resolution argues that trade in services can act as a vehicle to development and calls on the Commission to take into account the specific interests and economic inequalities of developing countries in negotiations on trade in services.

The resolution makes some specific requests to the Commission:

· Present to the Parliament and to the Council a proposal with a view to providing the Community and its Member States with qualitative and statistical data at European level on counterfeiting, particularly via the Internet; (point 50)
· Provide a detailed overview of specific service sectors like software, film, logistics and financial services which play a crucial role in certain developing countries and which are provided and distributed worldwide; further requests from the Commission a detailed analysis of how this affects the European service market; (point 18)

· Provide a detailed overview of substantial data mining services which are operating on a global scale; further requests from the Commission detailed information about location, operators, size and quality of service in this sector; (point 19)
7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission welcomes the European Parliament's resolution on trade in services and welcomes its call to pursue, in trade negotiations, the progressive and reciprocal market access in services sectors as well as a policy of increased transparency and predictability of rules and regulations. The Commission shares the view that trade in services can act as a vehicle to development and will continue to take into account the specific interests and economic inequalities of developing countries in negotiations on trade in services.

As regards counterfeiting, including counterfeiting via the internet, the Commission refers to the Commission Communication on an industrial property rights strategy for Europe, adopted on 16 July 2008 and the adoption on 26 September 2008 by the Council of a comprehensive European anti-counterfeiting and anti-piracy plan. The Commission has welcomed this Council resolution, which calls inter alia for the setting-up of an EU observatory to provide "the Community and its Member States with qualitative and statistical data at European level on counterfeiting, particularly via the Internet".
As regards specific sectors which play a role in certain developing countries and their impact on the European service market, while it is not Commission's role to conduct such an exhaustive review, Commission has currently commissioned a study to consider barriers to trade in services in key sectors in a selected number of countries, including developing countries. This study, which will provide further information of use in negotiations on trade in services, will be completed in 2009. Once completed, the Commission will review the scope for making publicly available the results of this study.
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