European Parliament resolution on Fisheries and Aquaculture in the context of Integrated Coastal Zone Management in Europe
1.
Rapporteur: Ioannis GKLAVAKIS (EPP-ED/EL)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0286/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0382
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 2 September 2008
4.
Subject: Fisheries and Aquaculture in the context of Integrated Coastal Zone Management in Europe
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
6.
Background of the resolution:
The Commission Communication [COM(2007)308] of 7.6.2007 on the Evaluation of Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) in Europe provided policy directions for the further support to the implementation of ICZM in Europe. Policy priorities are adaptation to coastal risks and the impacts of climate change, and enhanced cooperation in regional seas context, including more coherent planning. The implementation of the EU ICZM Recommendation (2002/413/EC) should be further supported through development of best-practice and strengthening of the knowledge basis to coastal zone planning and management.

Coastal zones and integrated coastal zone management are integral part of the EU Integrated Maritime Policy and its action plan ("Blue Book" COM(2007)575).

7.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests, reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission welcomes the Resolution. The Resolution rightly points to the need for more coordination between competent bodies for ICZM strategies and maritime spatial planning to be effective, in addition to the need for cross-sectoral stakeholder participation. The Commission will continue to promote these principles as part of ICZM policy and actions on maritime spatial planning in the context of the EU Integrated Maritime Policy.

The Commission has announced a Communication on a strategy for the sustainable development of European aquaculture. Increasing competition for marine and coastal space; and quality of water is one of the main challenges for the development of aquaculture. Maritime spatial planning can provide guidance and reliable data for the location activities.

In addition to specific funding for aquaculture and fisheries dependant areas under the European Fisheries Fund, the Cohesion policy and in particular the transnational programmes for all European regional seas include funding opportunities for ICZM over the period 2007-2013. Such funding can be used, inter alia, for joint strategies to improve the marine and coastal environments.

The Commission has launched a call for tender "Exchange of experiences and comparative analysis for integrated coastal zone management" (2008/S124-165118), implementing a budget resource of 1M€ voted by the European Parliament. The action will run just over 3 years from December 2008.  Institutional coordination mechanisms have been identified as a central theme in this action. Given the variety of administrative systems and coastal situations in Europe it is however not possible, nor appropriate, to identify simply one single manner to address the issue.  Other themes will also be covered by the action, such as adaption to coastal risks and the effects of climate change. On this latter theme, moreover, a specific study is currently undertaken on the economic cost of risk reduction and adaptation policies in present and future plans of coastal areas.

The Commission will monitor further progress in ICZM and trends towards coastal sustainability, with the assistance of the European Environment Agency. The Commission envisages a review of the EU ICZM Recommendation in 2010. In this context, a timetable for action will be discussed with the Member States and stakeholder organisations.
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