Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on Improving the Quality of Teacher Education, adopted by the Commission on 18 November 2008
1.
Rapporteur: Maria BADIA i CUTCHET (PSE/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0304/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0422
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 23 September 2008
4.
Subject: Improving the Quality of Teacher Education

5.
Background of the resolution:
The Commission’s Communication ‘Improving the Quality of Teacher Education’
 was adopted in August 2007. Council Conclusions were adopted in November 2007. The EESC also produced an Opinion on this topic in January 2008.

6.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on culture and education (CULT)
7.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The resolution refers to many of the issues raised by the Commission’s Communication and largely concurs with the Commission’s analysis.

Key proposals in the resolution that mirror those of the Commission’s Communication ‘Improving the Quality of Teacher Education’ include:

· more and better quality teacher education, and recruiting best candidates should be priorities for all education ministries;

· to promote continuous and coherent professional development for teachers throughout their careers;

· all teachers to have regular opportunities to update their skills and qualifications; (qualifications should be recognised in all Member States);

· need for transnational exchange of experience;

· particular attention be paid to new teachers’ initial induction; mentoring programmes;

· composition of teaching workforce at all levels should represent social and cultural diversity within society;

· teachers’ participation in critical reflection;

· ensuring teaching is an attractive and fulfilling profession with good career prospects.

In a number of areas, the Commission can support proposals in the resolution even though they may go further than the Commission has done, or go into more detail; e.g.:

· increases in education expenditure should target improved student performance;

· Member States must allocate more resources to teacher training to achieve Lisbon strategy's 'Education and Training 2010' objectives;

· pre-school and primary teachers must be of high quality and receive appropriate social and professional support;

· need for better data on teacher education,

· and a number of proposals on detailed aspects of teaching: IT, media, mother tongue, foreign languages, environment, intercultural issues, civics, gender-sensitivity, life skills, conflict resolution.

A small number of the proposals, though unobjectionable, would not be seen as a high priority by the Commission, (notably: 13 - only suitably qualified physical education teachers can give EP lessons, and 19, 24 - media studies to be a priority in teacher training.)
The resolution (§18, 20, 28) provides welcome support for the work of the Lifelong Learning Programme’s Comenius sub-programme (in-service training of school staff, school partnerships and exchanges); it calls for further resources to be allocated to it. The Commission would not object to this.

8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission is pleased that there has been such a high degree of consensus with the European Parliament on this important issue, as there was with the Council of Ministers. The Commission looks forward to working with Member States through the Open Method of Coordination on the implementation of the Council’s Conclusions of 15 November 2007.

The resolution (§29) welcomes Member States' cooperation on teacher education policies and requests that Parliament be consulted on the timetable and developments in this area.  This request needs to be seen in the wider context of the OMC (which covers many aspects of education and training). The Commission at the end of 2008 will bring forward a Communication to the Council and European Parliament about the next stages of cooperation through the OMC. That would be the appropriate time for the Parliament to contribute to the debate.
-------------
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