Follow-up to the European Parliament Resolution on repeating the full benefits of the digital dividend in Europe: a common approach to the use of the spectrum released by the digital switchover, adopted by the Commission on 18 November 2008
1.
Rapporteur: Patrizia TOIA (ALDE/IT)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0305/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0451
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 24 September 2008

4.
Subject: Commission Communication on "Reaping the full benefits of the digital dividend in Europe: A common approach to the use of the spectrum released by the digital switchover" (COM(2007)700)
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution shows the overall support of the European Parliament for the main objectives and proposals of the Commission Communication. In particular, the resolution emphasises that the digital dividend should be assigned in a transparent manner, taking into account all potential uses and their respective benefits to society. It also underlines the strategic importance of the digital dividend as a unique opportunity to give a boost to the Lisbon strategy and fulfil some of its critical goals such as ensuring access to broadband services to all citizens and businesses, as well as to further strengthen the EU's position as a world leader in mobile multimedia technologies.

When looking at the most promising uses of the digital dividend, the European Parliament emphasizes the essential role of these frequencies in fulfilling critical audiovisual and media policy objectives. At the same time, it recognises that the digital dividend can make a critical contribution to the provision of enhanced social services such as e-government, e-health, e-vocational and e-education to citizens, as well as to enabling disabled and elderly users to access information society services.

The Parliament acknowledges the potential benefits of a coordinated approach at Community level, based on different spectrum clusters, to improve technical efficiency, avoid fragmentation and consolidate the internal market. In this context, the Parliament calls for the Commission to undertake the necessary technical, socio-economic and cost-benefit studies to determine the common bands to be coordinated at European level. When doing this, the Commission is requested to ensure that Member States contribute to the studies and to seek cooperation with countries neighbouring Member States so that they adopt similar frequency maps or coordinate their spectrum planning with the European Union.

Finally, the resolution calls on the Commission to submit a proposal for better coordination measures for the digital dividend at Community level, taking into account internationally agreed frequency plans.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
I. In November 2008, the Commission will launch a wide-ranging study in order to obtain the required socio-economic data to assess the possible options and strategies for optimising the impact of the digital dividend at Community level. In the context of this study, the Commission will also establish close cooperation with Member States to ensure that they are fully involved in the identification of the most efficient scenarios. The main part of this activity will last until mid 2009.

II. Starting in early 2009, the Commission will hold specific consultation meetings and hearings with the main stakeholders. These will include a consultative workshop for Member States' authorities involved in spectrum management, to have their views on the value and potential impact of the various possible uses of the digital dividend, and several technical meetings with national experts.

III. In parallel to the above activities, the Commission will review the outcome of the technical investigations undertaken by the CEPT under Commission mandate with a view to determining the most appropriate technical framework to support the policy objectives set out above.

IV. On the basis of the results of the above socio-economic and technical investigations, the Commission will present measures for coordinating the digital dividend at Community level, with the necessary flexibility to accommodate national specificities and constraints. These proposals should be ready in late 2009 or early 2010, and will require a formal endorsement by the Parliament and the Council, which should be done in 2010 at the latest, using an appropriate regulatory instrument.

V.
On the basis of a general agreement on the coordinated approach, and if required, the Commission may follow-up with technical implementation measure(s) to be adopted via comitology (but only on the basis of a general agreement endorsed at political level).
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