
CODECISION PROCEDURE – First Reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 2002/22/EC on universal service and users" rights relating to electronic communications networks, Directive 2002/58/EC concerning the processing of personal data and the protection of privacy in the electronic communications sector and Regulation (EC) No 2006/2004 on consumer protection cooperation
1.
Rapporteur: Malcolm HARBOUR (EPP-ED/UK)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0318/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0452

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 24 September 2008

4.
Subject: electronic communications sector and Regulation (EC) No 2006/2004 on consumer protection cooperation
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0248(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 95 TEC
7.
Competent parliamentary committee: Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)
8.
Commission’s position:

(i) adopted amendments which the Commission can accept in full:

Amendments 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 15, 16, 20, 27, 32, 38, 41, 43, 48, 51, 54, 55, 56, 60, 61, 62 (except for 1st indent), 63, 64, 65, 66, 68, 70, 72, 73, 77, 79, 80, 88, 89, 90, 92 (last paragraph), 97, 100, 110, 111, 112, 114 (last paragraph), 115, 116, 118, 129, 137, 141, 143, 145, 149, 150, 151, 152, 182, 191, 192.

(ii) adopted amendments which the Commission can accept in part or in principle:

Amendments 3, 6, 12, 14, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 31, 37, 44, 47, 53, 67, 71, 75, 76, 82, 85, 86, 87, 91, 93, 99, 103, 105, 106,109, 122, 127, 131, 132, 135, 136, 138, 139, 165, 180, 181, 183, 185, 187, 188, 189, 193, 194.

(iii) adopted amendments which the Commission rejects:

Amendments 1, 10, 17, 24, 28, 29, 35, 36, 39, 40, 42, 45, 46, 49, 50, 52, 57, 58, 59, 62 (first paragraph), 69, 78, 83, 84, 92 (first paragraph), 95, 96, 98, 101, 102, 104, 107, 108, 113, 114 (1st paragraph), 117, 119, 120, 121, 123, 124, 125, 128, 130, 133, 140, 142, 144, 146, 147, 157, 163, 174, 166, 184, 186, 190.

In general, the Commission can accept, at least in principle, a large number of amendments, which aim at strengthening the protection of the consumer, often providing helpful clarifications. This is the case of provisions related to contracts and transparency, maximum contract duration, emergency access, the provision of caller location information, and the effective implementation of 112. The Parliament has proposed provisions for European harmonised 116-numbers and measures for disabled.

The Parliament introduces several changes related to data protection which go beyond the current scope of the ePrivacy Directive. Regarding notification of security breaches, the Commission's proposals to require operators to warn consumers when their private data are compromised have been diluted. The Parliament accepts the Commission proposals concerning the provision of information to citizens about their obligations to respect copyright, although in a slightly modified form.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal:
The Commission intends to adopt amended proposal as indicated above in early November 2008.

10.
Outlook for adoption of the common position:
The first reading has now to be examined by the Council under the French Presidency, which has scheduled several meetings of the Council Telecom Working Group. The French Presidency is trying to accommodate the various positions taken by the Member States on the Commission's proposal and on the Parliament's amendments. The French presidency has expressed its intention of adopting a political agreement in view of a common position at the Telecom Council of 27 November. The Presidency has indicated that Trialogue discussions (involving Council, Presidency and EP) will start only after the Telecoms Council meeting.
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