European Parliament Resolution on Freight transport in Europe

1.
Rapporteur: Michael CRAMER (Greens/EFA/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0326/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0409

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 4 September 2008

4.
Subject: Freight transport in Europe

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament welcomes the Commission communications entitled 'The EU's freight transport agenda: Boosting the efficiency, integration and sustainability of freight transport in Europe" (COM(2007)0606), "Freight Transport Logistics Action Plan" (COM(2007)0607), "Towards a rail network giving priority to freight" (COM(2007)0608) and "Multi-annual contracts for rail infrastructure quality" (COM(2008)0054).

The resolution encourages the Commission, the Member States and industry to support in future a freight transport policy which is more sustainable in terms of mobility, by promoting the use, in an enlarged European Union, of more efficient logistics systems as part of the gradual integration of priority cross-border rail freight corridors, hubs and conventional networks.

The resolution calls for actions to be taken at EU level, which comprise: standardisation and harmonisation; dissemination and exchange of best practices; coordination between authorities; and financing.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The resolution stresses that Europe's freight transport systems must meet pressing challenges to increase effective integration and sustainability of freight transport in Europe, making a greater contribution to improving mobility, energy efficiency, and reducing oil consumption, polluting emissions, and external costs.

The resolution also urges the Commission and Member States to press forward with the exchange of best practice in sensitive cross-border areas (mountainous areas and conurbations), as well as in cities, and stresses the utmost importance of interoperable road charging for efficient freight transport in Europe.

In its resolution, the European Parliament declares to be convinced of the potential of inland waterways regarding freight transport and urges the Commission to ensure proper implementation of the NAIADES action programme on promoting inland waterway transport in Europe.

It also calls for the compliance with, and/or introduction of, stable intermodal standards for the dimensions and weight of vehicles, containers and loading equipment, to be considered as being of strategic importance with a view to shifting freight transport to rail and sustainable waterways, thereby reducing infrastructure costs.

The resolution stresses the need to standardise and to simplify the administrative procedures of the authorities involved in the freight transport market, together with simplified customs rules and procedures at borders; welcomes in particular the decision to establish a European maritime space without barriers; urges the Commission to ask the appropriate international associations and organisations to develop a single intermodal document.

It also stresses that there is a lack of good logistics education delivered by universities and therefore calls on the Member States to give absolute priority to higher education and further education in the logistics and freight transport sector, and finally urges the Commission to support projects and research, and to work towards standard information flows to ensure the integration and interoperability of modes at data level.

The Logistics Action Plan foresees 34 different actions intended to drive the European freight transport system towards the above mentioned objectives, including projects or studies which have now been launched for several issues (urban freight, weights and dimensions of heavy goods vehicles, single document and liability regimes in multimodal transports).

The resolution also stresses the fact that the rail freight network should be based on the most "market-relevant" freight corridors taking into account the existing ERTMS (European Rail Traffic Management System) corridors and TEN-T (Trans-European Transport) network (i.e. extended as necessary to include specific areas generating heavy volumes of traffic, e.g. ports).

The Commission will propose in November 2008 a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning a European rail network for a competitive freight. The proposal foresees that freight-oriented corridors will be proposed by Member States on the basis of market needs, in coherence with the TEN-T network and the ERTMS corridors.

The resolution also looks to the Commission to define the "green corridors" as exemplary mobility and inter-modality projects, which allow to shift to environmentally friendly modes of transport in order to reduce overall accidents, congestion, noise, local toxic and non-toxic pollution, CO2 emissions, landscape and energy consumption and in order to increase the use of renewable energy sources (particularly wind and solar energy) in accordance with EU legislation, its objectives and the intelligent transport systems.

In this respect, a series of projects which aim to define the concept of "green corridors" has recently been submitted to the Commission and evaluated during in summer 2008 under a call for proposals within the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Development. The selection procedure will be finalised by the end of the year for a contract starting at the beginning of 2009.

The resolution calls upon the European Railway Agency, as the ERTMS authority, to ensure that these routes become interoperable.

The Commission will present in late 2008 the deployment plan for ERTMS, which has the objective to have ERTMS installed on these corridors in 2020. The deployment plan will be proposed under comitology, and could be adopted by the Commission in early 2009.

The Commission considers the support of the Parliament for multi-annual contracts for rail infrastructure quality as an important step towards a more performant and competitive rail system. The Commission informs the Parliament that first steps to monitor the development of multi-annual contracts have been undertaken in the context of the rail market monitoring system established under directive 91/440/EC of the European Parliament and the Council. The Commission is in full agreement with the European Parliament as regards the key role of Member States in the context of agreeing multi-annual contracts based on long term stable finance and performance indicators.

Finally, the resolution calls for the Commission to concentrate EU co-financing on the efficiency, interoperability and upgrading of rail infrastructure, intermodal hubs as well as all other modes of freight transport.

This will be taken up under the different funding instruments.
----------
PAGE  
3

