CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 423/2004 as regards the recovery of cod stocks and amending Regulation (EEC) No 2847/93
1.
Rapporteur: Niels BUSK (ALDE/DK)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0340/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0487
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 21 October 2008
4.
Subject: Recovery of cod stocks
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0063(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECHE)
8.
Commission’s position: The Commission accepts some of the amendments.
Amendment 1 – Accepted
Amendment 2 – Accepted in principle
Amendment 3 – Rejected at this stage
The Commission agrees with the objective of discard reduction, but this regulation covers the setting of TACs and effort levels, and provides for Member States to allocate more effort to those vessels catching less cod. Further policy development concerning discard reduction is under preparation.
Amendment 4 – Accepted
Amendment 5 – Accepted
Amendment 6 – Partially accepted
It is reasonable to re-examine the system when conditions change. For this purpose, the Commission should evaluate the system, and where, relevant make proposals to the Council to review the system.
Amendment 7 – Partially Accepted
It is reasonable that, for stocks at the very highest risk, TACs should not be increased by more than 15%. However, the possibility of making bigger reductions needs to be kept open.
Amendment 8 – Partially Accepted
Commission agrees to make, for the occasion of a scientific review, a reference to seal mortality as an example of additional mortality, and also to considerations of climate change on cod.
Amendment 9 – Accepted
Amendment 10 – Rejected
The effort chapter concerns a limitation of the fishing effort to be deployed in order to protect the stock, not a measurement of fishing effort.
Amendment 11 – Partially accepted
Commission accepts that a different baseline from that in the proposal could be supported, but is still considering, together with the concerned Member States, the appropriate baseline level to use.
Amendment 12 –Partially Accepted
Commission recognises that the text in the proposal was unclear and confusing, and agrees to change this to a simpler and clearer text.
Amendment 13 – Accepted
Amendment 14 – Accepted
Amendment 15 – Partially accepted
Commission recognises that this provision is too restrictive in that it prevents capacity development in all effort groups and this is undesirable. Commission is considering how more flexibility can be provided.
Amendment 16 – Accepted
Amendment 17 – Accepted in principle
Commission can accept the idea of a specifically defined correction factor, but further technical work is needed on this topic.
Amendment 18 – Rejected
This decision-making procedure is that required under the Common Fisheries Policy for establishing the fishing possibilities and associated conditions.
9.
Outlook for the amendment of the proposal: Some of the Amendments accepted by the Commission are envisaged to be included in the Presidency compromise text.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Political agreement is foreseen for 17-18 November 2008, followed by formal adoption in December 18-19th.
