CO-DECISION procedure - First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council facilitating cross-border enforcement in the field of road safety

1.
Rapporteur: Inés AYALA SENDER (PSE/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0371/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0616
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 December 2008

4.
Subject: The proposal for cross border enforcement of traffic sanctions aims at creating the legal framework necessary for pursuing drivers that have committed a serious traffic offence in a Member State which is not the Member in which the car is registered. It covers four offences, namely driving under the influence of alcohol; crossing a red light; not wearing a seatbelt; not respecting a speed limit.

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0062(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 71 (1c) EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept some of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament. The Commission's position on the amendments is as follows:

The Commission can accept the following amendments, where appropriate, subject to redrafting: 1 to 10; 12; 14 to 17; 19 to 21; 23 to 26; 28; 30 to 37. With respect to amendment 30, the Commission would like to point out that the right of initiative of the Commission needs to be safeguarded.

The Commission can accept in principle the following amendments:

Amendment 11: It is to be noted that from a legal point of view, the word "vehicle" already covers motorcycles. Therefore, the amendment is not necessary from a legal point of view.

The Commission cannot accept the following amendments:

Amendment 13: The proposed creation of a new authority would constitute a double to the already existing competent authorities; amendment 18: The conditions for introducing RPS (regarding procedure with scrutiny) are not met; amendment 22: The obligation to act in a non-discriminatory way is already foreseen under Article 3 (1); for the remainder, the Commission underlines that sanctions are defined in national law, and not in the proposed Directive; amendment 27: The Commission considers that the standard formula for RPS should be kept; amendment 29: The Commission considers that this amendment has no added value compared to amendment 30.

9.
Outlook for the adoption of the modified proposal: The Commission intends to submit a revised proposal pursuant to Article 250 (2) EC treaty, in the course of the first semester of 2009. This revised proposal will take due consideration of the position expressed by the European Parliament in its first reading and of the views expressed by the Council of Ministers in its debates in October and December 2008.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: If the Council resumes work on the proposal based on the modified proposal, a common position may be adopted at the end of 2009 or in early 2010. An agreement between the institutions could then be found during the 2nd reading in EP in 2010.

