CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulations (EC) No 1290/2005 on the financing of the common agricultural policy and (EC) No 1234/2007 establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products (Single CMO Regulation) in order to set up a School Fruit Scheme

1.
Rapporteur: Niels BUSK (ALDE/DK)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0391/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0542

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 November 2008

4.
Subject: School Fruit Scheme (amendment of Single CMO Regulation)

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0146(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Articles 36 and 37 of the Treaty establishing the European Community

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept some of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

Amendments 1, 2, 4, 5, 13: The SFS should be limited to products of EU origin and mainly support regional, local, organic and seasonal products

· In order to provide children with the widest possible choice of healthy produce and to cover notably bananas and other tropical fruit, the inclusion of third country fruits and vegetables is advisable.

· Control would further be impossible or at least very difficult and costly.

· However, Member States have a wide discretion as regards the choice of produce in their national strategies. They may take into account environmental concerns, seasonality and availability of produce, as well as give preference to produce of EU origin.

Amendment 1: Member States should be allowed to choose the target group of beneficiaries

· MS are free to choose their target group.
Amendments 5, 13, 16, 17: EU co-financing should be extended to accompanying measures

· Those obligatory measures are intrinsically linked to Member States national responsibilities in the fields of education and health and therefore EU funding is not justified.

· Moreover, due to the huge potential diversity of those measures, complex control obligations would be required, and these would substantially increase the administrative burden. However some of the accompanying measures can be co-financed by the EU, for example those that fall in the category of promotion provisions (and which are eligible under Council Regulation 3/2008).

Amendments 6, 9, 14: More information on the Member States Strategies should be provided for in the Council Regulation

· More detailed information concerning the content of Member States Strategies will be provided in the Commission Implementing Rules Regulation.

Amendment 7: Community financing should be supplementary in nature and reserved for new schemes or the extension of existing schemes

· The draft Council Regulation should be read this way, in accordance with the additionality principle.

Amendment 8: Re-allocation of unused funds should be allowed

· The participation in the Scheme is on voluntary basis, for those Member States that submit annually the "Strategy". As some Member States may choose not to participate, unused funds can be foreseen and these should be re-distributed.

· An appropriate legal base is provided for in the draft of the Council Regulation. Details will be established in the Commission's implementing rules.
Amendment 15: The SFS budget should be increased to 500 mln Euro a year

· The objective is not to finance at this stage a very ambitious free distribution scheme but to use the Commission initiative to kick-start new or extend existing schemes as from 2009/2010 school year.

· The Commission will submit an evaluation of the school fruit scheme to the EP after three years to assess how the programme is working. The budget will be one of the evaluated elements.

Amendment 21: The content of the report of the Commission to the EP to be submitted in 2012

· The report will pay particular attention to the impact of compulsory parental contribution on the effectiveness of a School Fruit Scheme, as well as its social consequences.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission orally defended the amendments it could accept before the Council, thereby modifying its proposal.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: On 19 November 2008, the Agriculture and Fisheries Council reached a political agreement on a consolidated revised Presidency text (document 15587/08).

