Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the indictment and bringing to trial of Joseph Kony at the International Criminal Court, adopted by the Commission on 16 December 2008
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rules 91 and 90(4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Development Committee (DEVE)
2.
EP reference number: B6-0536/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0496

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 21 October 2008

4.
Subject: Indictment and bringing to trial of Joseph Kony at the ICC

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

Parliament calls on the Government of Uganda and the governments of the neighbouring countries, in particular the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), to cooperate fully with the ICC in its investigations and prosecutions, and cooperate particularly in arresting and surrendering Joseph Kony and other persons charged by the ICC. The Ugandan Government is urged to refrain from concluding any agreements with the LRA that would circumvent international law.

The EU Member States, especially those which have been involved in Uganda and the Juba peace process, are called upon to coordinate with regional governments and the UN secretariat and peacekeeping forces with a view to the execution of the ICC arrest warrants for LRA leaders. EU and international donors are called upon to support the disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration of former LRA combatants, the return of IDPs and reparation for victims.

Parliament welcomes the close and regular contacts between ICC senior officials and the EU, noting the strong EU support for participation in and implementation of the Rome Statute. It stresses that EU leadership is essential for the enforcement of the ICC mandate. Parliament strongly believes that, in the long term, the ICC contributes to the prevention of new atrocities. It points out that the failure to arrest Joseph Kony has resulted in the continuation of atrocities and human rights abuses. It stresses that peace and reconciliation cannot be achieved without justice for victims.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission welcomes the resolution and confirms its full support to the ICC as well as to a successful conclusion of the peace process in Northern Uganda. It is convinced that a constructive political dialogue represents the most appropriate and efficient way to achieve both peace and justice.

The Commission is actively supporting the peace efforts in Northern Uganda. This includes actions financed under the 9th EDF Northern Uganda Rehabilitation Programme (€20 million for 2006-2009), which has a specific component on peace building in Northern Uganda and Karamoja, as well as the support to a "Northern Uganda Agricultural Recovery Programme", financed  under the 10th EDF (20m€).

In addition, the Commission has mobilised funds from the Instrument for Stability budget line. Currently, these funds are being used for two projects to promote peace and stability in the Karamoja and wider region. Moreover, since 2000 the European Commission has provided over € 20 million under the European Initiative (later Instrument) for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) for projects aimed at the support of the ICC. Most of those projects focussed on the ICC capacity building and promotion of universal participation in the Rome Statute through civil society organisations. Under the 2006 budget we funded 800.000 EUR ‘International Criminal Court Reporting Project’ of the Institute for War and Peace Reporting with the aim of increasing support for the work of the ICC, in Uganda, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo. These activities are now being complemented by the project focussing on the real prospect of arrest and trial. This year the Commission has contracted the 660.000 EUR project ‘Wanted for War Crimes’ of the Aegis Trust. The objective of this project is to improve the prospect of the apprehension of suspects, including those in Uganda, thus contributing to the effectiveness of the ICC.
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