Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution with recommendations to the Commission on the European Authentic Act, adopted by the Commission on 4 March 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Manuel MEDINA ORTEGA (PSE/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0451/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0636
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 December 2008

4.
Subject: The free movement of authentic acts in the European Union

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI)

6.
Brief analysis of the text and of Parliament's requests:

Parliament expressed its dissatisfaction with the sectoral approach of existing Community legislation in relation to the free movement of authentic acts.  On the basis of Article 192 of the Treaty, Parliament requests the Commission to submit to it a legislative proposal designed to establish mutual recognition and the enforcement of authentic acts.  Parliament requests the Commission to consider a more horizontal approach and, moreover, to promote the movement of authentic acts by ensuring not only that such acts are enforced but also that they are recognised in the Member States.
7.
Response to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission is aware of the fact that the free movement of authentic acts has only partially been achieved at this stage.  Alongside the instruments that already exist, new measures relating to authentic acts have recently been adopted (on the subject of maintenance obligations), and others are in preparation (on the subject of succession). Given the complexity of the issue, resulting in particular from the diversity of Member States' legal traditions in this area, the Commission intends to initiate broad consultation on this subject by publishing a Green Paper on the authentic act and, possibly, on other public documents in 2010.
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