Follow-up to the European Parliament Resolution on delivering lifelong learning for knowledge, creativity and innovation - implementation of the 'Education & Training 2010 work programme", adopted by the Commission on 4 March 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Ljudmila NOVAK (EPP-ED/SL)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0455/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0625
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 December 2008
4.
Subject: Delivering lifelong learning for knowledge, creativity and innovation - implementation of the 'Education & Training 2010' work programme
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)

6.
Background of the resolution:
This resolution represents the European Parliament’s response to the Commission Communication of 12 November 2007 entitled ‘Delivering lifelong learning for knowledge, creativity and innovation: Draft 2008 joint progress report of the Council and of the Commission on the implementation of the Education and Training 2010 work programme’ (COM(2007)703). The biennial joint report provides an assessment of progress made under the open method of coordination in the area of education and training and sets out priorities for further work. The draft Joint Report presented by the Commission was accepted by the Council in February 2008 without major modifications.

7.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:
The European Parliament welcomes the above-mentioned Commission Communication. The main body of the resolution sets out a comprehensive list of considerations and policy objectives to be taken into account in further work both in general terms and specifically in the sectors of pre-primary education, primary and secondary education, vocational education and training (VET), higher education, and lifelong learning. Emphasis is put, amongst others, on the integration of migrants and minorities, the acquisition of basic skills, the promotion of gender equality, language learning (including at an early age), the promotion of creativity and innovation at all levels, teacher education and training, the attractiveness of VET and its link to the labour market, the modernisation of higher education, and the mobility of students and teachers (both between countries and between vocational education and training and higher education). The European Parliament furthermore calls on Member States to implement the agreed priorities and instruments, and urges the Council to monitor the practical implementation of European education and training policies by every Member State, including through the transparent setting of national goals by national governments.

8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission welcomes the resolution because it supports the main messages given in the Commission Communication adopted in 2007. It also corresponds with the Commission's views on priorities for future cooperation, as set out in the Communication of 16 December 2008 on an updated strategic framework for European cooperation in education and training (COM(2008)865). The latter describes the long term challenges for European cooperation in the field of education and training, points out the priority themes for 2009-2010 and makes several proposals, including new benchmarks and indicators, to improve the working methods, in particular the open method of coordination and its link with the Lisbon strategy.
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