Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on steps towards improving the environment for SMEs in Europe – Small Business Act, adopted by the Commission on 3 February 2009
1.
Resolution tabled further to Question for Oral Answer B6-0485/2008 pursuant to Rule 108(5) of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure by Nicole FONTAINE and Giles CHICHESTER, on behalf of the EPP-ED and Edit HEREZOG, on behalf of the PSE Group
2.
EP reference number: B6-0617/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0579
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 4 December 2008

4.
Subject: Small Business Act

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution reiterates the importance of SMEs for the European economy and welcomes warmly the SBA for Europe, especially in the current period of financial crisis which exacerbates the shortcomings in the SME business environment.

The Parliament calls on the Council, to confirm its intention to “formally approve the SBA at the European Council”, as well as “when adopting the SBA, to make its provisions binding”. The Parliament asks the Member States to complement the measures adopted at EU level and to present a roadmap for the incorporation of the “Think Small first” principle into their national regulatory frameworks.

The Parliament also considers that the EIB package of €30 billion for SME loans will not be sufficient to solve the current problems of SME financing.

Finally, the Parliament stresses the need for an effective screening system of the SBA implementation, in particular a stand-alone chapter in the annual reports on the Lisbon strategy national reform programmes.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission shares the view that implementation of the reforms enshrined in the SBA is all the more relevant in the current economic situation. In this respect it is worth pointing out that building on the SBA, the European Economic Recovery Plan from 26 November 2009 sets a series of measures for a swift improvement of the business environment referring to start-up procedures, companies’ accounting, patent applications and payment time-limits.

Furthermore, the Council gave a positive signal by endowing the SBA with a politically binding status. The European Council itself expressed its full support for the implementation of the SBA Action Plan.

The Commission shares EP’s concern about the current situation with SME financing. However, it is worth pointing out that the Recovery Plan includes a series of additional measures to ease access to finance such as simplifying the criteria for access to structural funds or additional € 1bn a year from the EIB for lending to mid-sized corporations and additional € 1bn for a mezzanine finance facility.

Finally, as far the monitoring is concerned, the Commission is already closely monitoring the realisation of its actions and the information is available to the public online. No major obstacles for the realisation of the Commission actions are foreseen.

As to the Member States, they are expected to report on their implementation measures in their National Reform programmes starting in 2009. Some Member States have already included the SBA in their 2008 report. Compared to the previous period 2005 - 2007, in the new Lisbon period 2008 - 2011 the country reform plans have much stronger SME policy focus.
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