Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on Wilderness in Europe, adopted by the Commission on 8 April 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Gyula HEGYI (PSE/HU)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0478/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2009)0034
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 3 February 2009

4.
Subject: Resolution on Wilderness in Europe

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
6.
Background of the resolution:

Concerned with the risk of losing the last few remaining wilderness areas in Europe, a group of nature conservation organisations established the so-called "Wild Europe Initiative" which adopted a Resolution that emphasises the importance of protecting Europe's last remaining wilderness areas and that calls on the European Institutions to develop appropriate guidance to EU Member States on the best approaches to ensure the protection of these natural habitats as an important contribution to halting the loss of biodiversity.

7.
Brief analysis / assessment of the Resolution and of requests made in it:

The resolution addresses mainly the following measures:

· Calls on the Commission to define wilderness; addressing ecosystem services, conservation value, climate change and sustainable use;… and to mandate the EEA and other relevant European bodies to map Europe's last wilderness areas....; (points 1, 2)
· Calls on the Commission to undertake a study on the value and benefits of wilderness protection…; (point 3)
· Calls on the Commission to develop an EU wilderness strategy, coherent with the Birds and Habitats Directives…; (point 4)
· Calls on the Commission and the Member States to develop wilderness areas; stresses the need for the funding…, careful management of re-wilding areas, development of compensation mechanisms…, raising awareness…, introducing wilderness-related concepts into the monitoring and measurement of favourable conservation status….; (point 5)
· Calls on the Commission and Member States to co-operate with local non-governmental organisations, stakeholders and the local population to promote the value of wilderness;… calls on the Commission and the Member States to ensure that tourism, even if focused on introducing visitors to the habitats and wildlife of a wilderness area, is handled with extreme care….; (points 6, 9)
· Calls on the Commission and Member States to protect wilderness areas by implementing the Birds and Habitats Directives, the Water Framework Directive and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive….,…  and to give a special status to and stricter protection for wilderness zones in the Natura 2000 network; to ensure that the Natura 2000 network will become a coherent and functioning ecological network; (points 13, 18, 20)
· Calls on the Commission, in cooperation with stakeholders, to develop guidelines on how to protect, manage, use sustainably, monitor and finance wilderness areas under the Natura 2000 network …; calls on the Commission to prepare, as provided for in the Habitats Directive, Community co-funding for the management of sites in Member States; stresses the need for coherent policies under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), transport, energy and the budget…; (points 16, 17, 20)
· Calls on the Commission and Member States to work together to develop a robust legislative framework on invasive alien species that tackles ecological and economic impacts arising from such species and the particular vulnerability of wilderness areas..; (point 21)
· Calls on the Commission to monitor and assess the impact of climate change on wilderness; to set wilderness conservation as a priority in their strategy to address climate change; in the context of climate change. (points 22, 23)
8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission fully recognises that Europe's Landscape is the result of a long process of human intervention and does not intend to revert it to wild nature. The Natura 2000 network has been designed specifically, so that sustainable economic activities are maintained while ensuring that Europe's most threatened habitats are protected. However, this does not contradict the need to preserve the last remaining wild areas of Europe.

Protecting the last remaining Wilderness Areas will be important contribution to achieving the EU target to halting biodiversity loss in the EU by 2010 and beyond. In such areas wilderness should be recognised as a concept and one of the management types for Natura 2000 sites. Some Member States have expressed concern that the Habitats Directive objective that aims to ensure the favourable conservation status of habitats and species of European importance might not be compatible with one of the key wilderness approaches of protecting or restoring natural processes by non intervention. It will be important to clarify that non-intervention can be a management concept for managing Natura 2000 sites that contain wilderness areas.

At EU level there is no common vision yet or understanding regarding the issue of wild/nearly wild areas, their distribution and their role in the halting biodiversity decline.

In order to get more clarity on this issue the Commission has established a contract to provide additional information on the following issues:

· Definitions of wild/nearly wild areas that can be applied in an operational manner in the EU;

· Identification of the EU's wild/nearly wild areas;

· Clarification of the relationship between Wild/Nearly Wild Areas and the Natura 2000 Network;
· Identification of the benefits and value of Wild/Nearly Wild Areas (economic, social, cultural, scientific) and how they can contribute to the objective of halting biodiversity loss;

· Development of management practices for typical habitat types located in wild/nearly wild areas (management guidelines) and/or restoration activities, compatible with Natura 2000.
These outputs will be presented and discussed at a Conference on "Wilderness and Large Habitat Areas in Europe" which will be hosted by the Czech Presidency in Prague on 26-29 May 2009.

The Commission is working on producing guidance which will inter alia clarify that non-intervention (one of the key management tools to protect or restore natural processes) can be one of the concepts for managing Natura 2000 sites if they contain wilderness areas.
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