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Commission communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the December 2008 I and II part-sessions
THE FIRST PART OF THIS COMMUNICATION INFORMS PARLIAMENT ABOUT THE ACTION TAKEN ON AMENDMENTS TO COMMISSION LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS ADOPTED BY PARLIAMENT AT THE DECEMBER 2008 PART-SESSIONS.
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First part
Legislative opinions
CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – Second reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the Council Common Position for adopting a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 2003/88/EC concerning certain aspects of the organisation of working time

1.
Rapporteur: Alejandro CERCAS (PSE/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0440/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0615
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 17 December 2008
4.
Subject: Proposal to amend the Working Time Directive

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2004/0209(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Articles 137 and 251(2) EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)
8.

Commission's position:

The Commission can accept a number of the amendments proposed by the Parliament in their entirety, can accept others in part or subject to some reformulation, and rejects certain others.  Full details will be provided in the Commission’s Opinion (see point 9.)

Consistent with its role under the Treaty, the Commission will explore, as ‘honest broker’, all possible avenues for an agreement acceptable to both institutions, taking account of the reactions and concerns expressed by Member States and by the Parliament in the course of the expected conciliation process.

9.

Forecast of Commission’s opinion:

The Parliament's Resolution was formally transmitted on the 14th January.

The Commission is currently finalising its Opinion, which is expected to be available by the end of the first week of February.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council is not expected to accept the amendments of the European Parliament, and therefore the proposal is expected to pass to conciliation.
CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a facility for rapid response to soaring food prices in developing countries
1.
Rapporteur: Gay MITCHELL (EPP-ED/IE)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0396/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0576
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 4 December 2008
4.
Subject: a facility for rapid response to soaring food prices in developing countries
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0149(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 179(1) of EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Development (DEVE)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept the single compromise amendment which represents an amended full text of the Regulation, agreed in trilogue on 24 November, together with 2 declarations on article 3(1) and 13.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council has adopted the proposal on 16 December 2008.

CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council relating to common provisions for both measuring instruments and methods of metrological control (recast)
1.
Rapporteur: József SZÁJER (EPP-ED/HU)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0429/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0575
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 4 December 2008

4.
Subject: alignment of existing comitology provisions with the regulatory procedure with scrutiny and codification of the unchanged provisions of the earlier acts together with those amendments

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0123(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 95 EC

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission is able to accept the text adopted by Parliament at first reading.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: the text adopted by the European Parliament is in conformity with the opinion of the Consultative Group of the Legal Services of the Commission, the Parliament and the Council. It is the intention of the Council Presidency to proceed with the formal adoption in a future Council meeting as a first reading agreement.
CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the establishment of a European Works Council or a procedure in Community-scale undertakings and Community-scale groups of undertakings for the purposes of informing and consulting employees (recast)
1.
Rapporteur: Philip BUSHILL-MATTHEWS (EPP-ED/UK)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0454/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0602
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 December 2008

4.
Subject: the establishment of a European Works Council or a procedure in Community-scale undertakings and Community-scale groups of undertakings for the purposes of informing and consulting employees
5.
Inter‑institutional reference number: 2008/0141(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 137 of the EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)
8.
Commission's position:
The Commission accepts all amendments (amendments in line with the compromise reached at the informal trialogue of 4 December 2008, enabling the proposal to be adopted in first reading).
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for an amended proposal as there is already an agreement between the European Parliament and the Council that has been endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal:
At the Council meeting of 17 December 2008, the text adopted by Parliament was recognised as the compromise text. Formal adoption in Council is expected once the lawyer‑linguists have completed their work; the proposal will therefore be adopted at first reading.
CO-DECISION procedure - First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution of 18 December 2008 on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the safety of toys

1. 
Rapporteur: Marianne THYSSEN (EPP-ED/BE)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0441/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0626
3. 
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 December 2008

4. 
Subject: Safety of toys

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0018(COD)
6. 
Legal basis: Article 95 of the Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)
8.
Commission’s position: The Commission accepts all amendments.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: It is to be expected that Council adopt the proposal in first reading without further delay.

CO-DECISION procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on simplifying terms and conditions of transfers of defence-related products within the Community

1.
Rapporteur: Heide RÜHLE (Greens/EFA/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0410/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0603
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 December 2008

4.
Subject: Defence related products

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0279(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 95 of the Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)
8.
Commission’s position: The Commission accepts all amendments.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.

10.

Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: It is to be expected that Council adopt the proposal in first reading without further delay.

CO-DECISION procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on type-approval of motor vehicles and engines with respect to emissions from heavy duty vehicles (Euro VI) and on access to vehicle repair and maintenance information

1.
Rapporteur: Matthias GROOTE (PSE/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0329/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0604
3. 
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 December 2008

4.
Subject: EURO VI

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0295(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 95 of the Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
8.
Commission’s position: The Commission accepts all amendments.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.

10.

Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: It is to be expected that Council adopt the proposal in first reading without further delay.

CO-DECISION PROCEDURE– First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources

1.
Rapporteur: Claude TURMES (Greens/EFA/LU)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0369/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0609
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 December 2008
4.
Subject: use of energy from renewable sources
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0016(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 175(1) / Article 95

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)

8.
Commission‘s position: The Commission can accept all the amendments.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Council is expected to accept all the amendments of the European Parliament by March, so that Directive can be signed by the co-legislators in April and subsequently published in the Official Journal.

CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council adapting a number of instruments subject to the procedure referred to in Article 251 of the Treaty to Council Decision 1999/468/EC, as amended by Decision 2006/512/EC, with regard to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny. Adaptation to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny ‑ Part Four 
1.
Rapporteur: József SZÁZER (EPP-ED/HU)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0301/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0600

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 December 2008 
4.
Subject: regulation adapting a number of basic instruments to the new comitology procedure
5.
Inter‑institutional reference number: 2008/0032(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Articles 47(2), 55, 71(1), 80(2), 95, 152(4), 175(1) and 285(1) of the EC Treaty.
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts all amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for an amended proposal as there is already an agreement between the European Parliament and the Council that has been endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: end of February 2009.

CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Decision 2001/470/EC establishing a European Judicial Network in civil and commercial matters
1.
Rapporteur: Ona JUKNEVIČIENĖ (ALDE/LT)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0457/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)601
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 December 2008

4.
Subject: The general objective of the proposal is to enhance the role of the Network in its tasks of facilitating judicial cooperation between Member States and, in particular, the effective and practical application by judges and other legal practitioners of Community instruments and conventions in force between Member States. It also aims to consolidate the Network's role in promoting effective access to justice for the general public in the context of cross-border litigation.
5.
Inter‑institutional reference number: 2008/0122(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Articles 61(c) and (d), 66 and second indent of 67(5) of the EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts all amendments.
The resolution of the European Parliament takes into account the results of the work of the Council's Civil Committee and the views of the Commission expressed at the three trialogues.
The Commission accepts all the amendments put forward and recorded in the legislative resolution adopted by the European Parliament on 16 December 2008.
The amendments - adopted at first reading under the co-decision procedure – are the result of the agreement concluded between the European Parliament and the Council and cover the following points:
- Opening‑up of the Network to the legal professions
Professional associations: To contribute to the fulfilment of the tasks set out in the decision, the contact points will establish appropriate contacts with the professional associations, in accordance with rules to be determined by each Member State. In particular, such contacts may include the following activities: (i) exchanges of experience and information as regards the effective and practical application of Community or international instruments; (ii) collaboration in the preparation and updating of the information sheets; and (iii) participation in relevant meetings by professional associations. Professional associations may not request information from contact points relating to individual cases. Each Member State must ensure that the Network's contact point(s) and the competent authorities have the means to meet on a regular basis. The Network's contact points must meet at least once every six months.
- Enhancing the role and the means of the contact points designated by each Member State
Sufficient means: Member States must ensure that the contact points have sufficient and appropriate facilities in terms of staff, resources and modern means of communication to adequately fulfil their task as contact points. Member States must designate the professional associations and, to that end, obtain their agreement regarding their participation in the Network. Where a Member State has several professional associations representing a legal profession, it is the Member State's responsibility to ensure that the profession is adequately represented in the Network.
Tasks and activities of the Network: the Network must develop its activities, in particular in order to establish, maintain and promote an information system for the public on judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters in the European Union, relevant Community and international instruments and the domestic law of the Member States, with particular reference to access to justice. The main source of information should be the Network's website containing up-to-date information in all official languages of the institutions of the Union.
Informing local authorities: the contact points will be responsible for ensuring that the local judicial authorities receive general information concerning the Community and international instruments relating to judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters. In particular, the Network, including the Network's website, should be better known to the local judicial authorities.
Processing of requests for judicial cooperation: The contact points must respond to all requests submitted to them without delay and at the latest within fifteen days of receipt thereof. If a contact point cannot reply to a request within fifteen days of receipt thereof, it must inform the requester briefly of this fact, indicating how much time it considers it will need to reply; this period shall, however, as a rule not exceed thirty days.
Purpose of the electronic register: The purpose of the electronic register is to provide information with a view to assessing the performance of the Network and the practical application of Community instruments. Therefore it should not include all the information exchanged between the contact points. The legal professions, in particular lawyers, notaries, bailiffs, solicitors or barristers, directly involved in the application of Community and international instruments concerning civil justice may become members of the Network through their national organisations in order to contribute, with the contact points, to some of the Network's specific tasks and activities.
The Network's enhanced role concerning the application of the law of another Member State
Application of foreign law: In order to implement all adopted or future instruments as regards the applicable law, contact points will in future provide national judges with information on the content of foreign law.
- Improving citizens' access to justice
Providing information to the public: The Network should contribute towards providing the public with general information, using the most appropriate technological facilities to inform it about the content and application of Community or international instruments on judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters. To that end, the contact points should promote the information system to the public. In this context, the MEPs stressed that the contact points in the Member States should at the very least provide, on the websites of the justice ministries of the Member States, a link to the European Judicial Network's website and a link to the authorities responsible for effectively applying the instruments. They also pointed out that the decision should not be interpreted as imposing on the Member States an obligation to give the general public direct access to the contact points.

- Opening‑up of the Judicial Network in Civil Matters to the outside world
Accession countries and candidate countries: These countries may be invited to attend these meetings as observers. Third countries that are party to international agreements on judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters concluded by the European Community may also be invited to attend certain Network meetings as observers.
Exchanges of experience and best practice: The Network should maintain relations and share experience and best practice with the other European networks that share its objectives, such as the European Judicial Network in criminal matters. The Network should also maintain such relations with the European Judicial Training Network with the view to promoting, where appropriate and without prejudice to national practices, training sessions on judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters for the benefit of the local judicial authorities of their Member State.

Evaluation report: The report should be accompanied, if need be, by proposals for adjustments and should include a description of the Network's activities aimed at promoting the design, development and implementation of European e-justice, particularly from the point of view of facilitating citizens' access to justice.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission does not intend to adopt an amended proposal. The text adopted by Parliament forms the basis for an agreement at first reading between the co‑legislators, accepted by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Formal adoption under the Czech Presidency is expected at the JHA Council of 26-27 February.
CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 2003/87/EC so as to improve and extend the greenhouse gas emission allowance trading system of the Community
1.
Rapporteur: Avril DOYLE (EPP-ED/IRL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0406/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0610
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 December 2008

4.
Subject: greenhouse gas emission allowance trading system of the Community

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0013(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 175 (1)

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts all amendments.
On 17 December 2008, the European Parliament adopted amendment 180, which represented the outcome of the negotiations with the Council which is acceptable to the Commission in the context of an overall agreement on the climate and energy package.
9.
Outlook for the adoption of an amended proposal: The Commission does not intend to adopt an amended proposal as agreement has been reached between Council and Parliament at first reading.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt the agreed text as an 'A' point at a future Council.

CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on the effort of Member States to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions to meet the Community's greenhouse gas emission reduction commitments up to 2020

1.
Rapporteur: Satu HASSI (Greens/EFA/FI)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0411/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0611
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 December 2008

4.
Subject: contribution of each Member State to meeting the greenhouse gas emission reduction commitment of the Community from 2013 to 2020
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0014(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 175 (1)

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts all amendments.
On 17 December 2008, the European Parliament adopted amendment 45, which represented the outcome of the negotiations with the Council, and which is acceptable to the Commission in the context of an overall agreement on the climate and energy package.
9.
Outlook for the adoption of an amended proposal: The Commission does not intend to adopt an amended proposal given the agreement between Council and Parliament in first reading.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt the agreed text as an 'A' point at a future Council.

CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the geological storage of carbon dioxide and amending Council Directives 85/337/EEC, 96/61/EC, Directives 2000/60/EC, 2001/80/EC, 2004/35/EC, 2006/12/EC and Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006
1.
Rapporteur: Chris DAVIES (ALDE/UK)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0414/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0612
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 December 2008

4.
Subject: geological storage of carbon dioxide
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0015(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 175 (1)

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts all amendments.
On 17 December 2008, the European Parliament adopted amendment 146, which represented the outcome of the negotiations with the Council and which is acceptable to the Commission in the context of an overall agreement on the climate and energy package.
9.
Outlook for the adoption of an amended proposal: The Commission does not intend to adopt an amended proposal given the agreement between Council and Parliament in first reading.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt the agreed text as an 'A' point at a future Council.

CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 98/70/EC as regards the specification of petrol, diesel and gas-oil and introducing a mechanism to monitor and reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the use of road transport fuels and amending Council Directive 1999/32/EC, as regards the specification of fuel used by inland waterway vessels and repealing Directive 93/12/EEC 
1.
Rapporteur: Dorette CORBEY (PSE/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0496/2007 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0613
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 December 2008

4.
Subject: specification of petrol, diesel and gas-oil and introducing a mechanism to monitor and reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the use of road transport fuels and the specification of fuel used by inland waterway vessels

5.

Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0019(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 95 TEC and Article 175(1) thereof in relation to Articles 1(5) and 2 of the Directive.

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts all amendments.
On 17 December 2008, the European Parliament adopted amendment 49 which contains a consolidated text of a directive amending Directive 98/70/EC as a result of informal trilogues between the Council and the European Parliament aimed at reaching agreement at first reading.

Amendment 49 is acceptable to the Commission in full, as it clarifies and improves upon the Commission proposal.

The main features of Amendment 49 can be sum up as follows:

Amendment 49 clarifies or adds useful elements to the recitals and the provisions amending the scope and definitions of the Directive 98/70/EC, as well as to the provision amending Directive 1999/32/EC.

As to the life cycle greenhouse gas emission reductions per unit of energy from fuel and energy supplied, amendment 49 introduces a binding 6 % reduction target by 31 December 2020, compared to the EU-average level of lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions per unit of energy from fossil fuels in 2010, complemented by further two 2 % reduction targets which can be made binding following a review and a subsequent amendment of Directive 98/70/EC. Amendment 49 also duplicates recitals and provisions on sustainability aspects of biofuels contained in the Directive on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources.

As regards fuel specifications, amendment 49 sets conditions for the use of petrol vapour pressure waivers which will help to ensure that the risk of undesirable impacts is minimised. Amendment 49 introduces a limit for the use of MMT in fuel and a corresponding labelling obligation.

To sum up, amendment 49 achieves a satisfactory balance between the environmental ambition level and the need to ensure competitiveness for industry. Therefore, the Commission accepts it in full.

9.
Outlook for the adoption of an amended proposal: The Commission services do not intend to adopt an amended proposal as agreement has been reached between Council and Parliament at 1st reading.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt the agreed text as an 'A' point at a future Council.
CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council setting emission performance standards for new passenger cars as part of the Community's integrated approach to reduce CO2 emissions from light-duty vehicles 

1.
Rapporteur: Guido SACCONI (PSE/IT)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0419/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0614
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 December 2008

4.

Subject: Emission performance standards for new passenger cars

5.

Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0297(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 95 (proposed); 175 (adopted)

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts all amendments.
On 17 December 2008, the European Parliament adopted amendment 51 which consisted in a consolidated text of the legislation, including all changes that were agreed in trilogue between representatives of the Council and the European Parliament.  As a consequence, all individual amendments 1-50 were rejected.

The Commission’s detailed position with regard to the amendments of the European Parliament is as follows:

Amendment 51 is a consolidated text that incorporates all changes agreed between the representatives of the Council and the European Parliament.  Its main elements include the following.

· Change of legal base: the legal base is changed from Art.95 in the Commission proposal to Art.175. A new recital is included to the effect that "any national measures according to Article176 of the EC Treaty should, in consideration of the purpose and structures of the current regulation, avoid imposing additional or more stringent penalties on manufacturers which fail to comply with the targets they have to meet under this Regulation."

· Limit value curve: the fleet average to be achieved by all cars registered in the EU is 130 grams per kilometre (g/km).  A limit value curve implies that heavier cars are allowed higher emissions.  The limit value and the slope of the limit value curve have been retained unchanged from the Commission proposal.

· Phasing-in of requirements: in 2012, 65% of each manufacturer's newly registered cars must comply on average with the limit value curve set by the legislation.  This will rise to 75% in 2013, 80% in 2014, and 100% from 2015 onwards.

· Lower penalty payments for small excess emissions until 2018:  If the average CO2 emissions of a manufacturer's fleet exceed its limit value in any year from 2012, the manufacturer has to pay an excess emissions premium for each car registered.  This premium amounts to €5 for the first g/km of exceedance, €15 for the second g/km, €25 for the third g/km, and €95 for each subsequent g/km.  From 2019, excess emissions penalty for each gram of exceedence will be €95.

· Long-term target: a target of 95g/km is specified for the year 2020. The modalities for reaching this target and the aspects of its implementation including the excess emissions premium will have to be defined in a review to be completed no later than the beginning of 2013.

· Eco-innovations: because the test procedure used for vehicle type approval is outdated, certain innovative technologies cannot demonstrate their CO2-reducing effects under the type approval test.  As an interim procedure until the test procedure used for vehicle type approval is reviewed (due by 2014), manufacturers can be granted a maximum of 7g/km of emission credits on average for their fleet if they equip vehicles with innovative technologies to reduce emissions which cannot be measured by the test cycle, the emission reductions resulting by the technologies must be independently verified.

· Small manufacturer derogation: The proposed derogation for small-volume manufacturers (less than 10,000 vehicles per year) has been extended to manufacturers that are connected to larger manufacturers if they operate their own production facilities and design centre.

· Niche manufacturers: An additional derogation is included for manufacturers responsible for between 10,000 and 300,000 registered vehicles per year. Such manufacturers will be able to opt for an emission target of 25% below their 2007 emissions.

· Low emission cars: To stimulate advanced technology in a transitional phase, cars emitting less than 50 g/km will be counted as if more than one car were registered. The multiplication factor is 3.5 in 2012 and 2013, 2.5 and 2014, 1.5 in 2015 and 1.0 from 2016 onward.

· Other changes: Further changes include a permanent adaptation to changes in the average mass of the fleet on a tri-annual basis from 2016; an extension of the scope to cover very heavy passenger cars not subject to the "Euro 5" Regulation 715/2007; and a 5% emission credit for flex-fuel vehicles capable of running on petrol with 85% ethanol (E85) provided that at least 30% of all filing stations in the Member State where they were registered offer E85.

As part of the overall deal on the climate and energy package of legislation and related files, the Commission can accept all changes in amendment 51 in full.

9.
Outlook for the adoption of an amended proposal: The Commission does not intend to adopt an amended proposal given the agreement has been reached between Council and Parliament in first reading.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt the agreed text as an 'A' point at a future Council.

CO-DECISION procedure - First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council facilitating cross-border enforcement in the field of road safety
1.
Rapporteur: Inés AYALA SENDER (PSE/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0371/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0616
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 December 2008

4.
Subject: The proposal for cross border enforcement of traffic sanctions aims at creating the legal framework necessary for pursuing drivers that have committed a serious traffic offence in a Member State which is not the Member in which the car is registered. It covers four offences, namely driving under the influence of alcohol; crossing a red light; not wearing a seatbelt; not respecting a speed limit.

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0062(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 71 (1c) EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept some of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament. The Commission's position on the amendments is as follows:

The Commission can accept the following amendments, where appropriate, subject to redrafting: 1 to 10; 12; 14 to 17; 19 to 21; 23 to 26; 28; 30 to 37. With respect to amendment 30, the Commission would like to point out that the right of initiative of the Commission needs to be safeguarded.

The Commission can accept in principle the following amendments:

Amendment 11: It is to be noted that from a legal point of view, the word "vehicle" already covers motorcycles. Therefore, the amendment is not necessary from a legal point of view.

The Commission cannot accept the following amendments:

Amendment 13: The proposed creation of a new authority would constitute a double to the already existing competent authorities; amendment 18: The conditions for introducing RPS (regarding procedure with scrutiny) are not met; amendment 22: The obligation to act in a non-discriminatory way is already foreseen under Article 3 (1); for the remainder, the Commission underlines that sanctions are defined in national law, and not in the proposed Directive; amendment 27: The Commission considers that the standard formula for RPS should be kept; amendment 29: The Commission considers that this amendment has no added value compared to amendment 30.

9.
Outlook for the adoption of the modified proposal: The Commission intends to submit a revised proposal pursuant to Article 250 (2) EC treaty, in the course of the first semester of 2009. This revised proposal will take due consideration of the position expressed by the European Parliament in its first reading and of the views expressed by the Council of Ministers in its debates in October and December 2008.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: If the Council resumes work on the proposal based on the modified proposal, a common position may be adopted at the end of 2009 or in early 2010. An agreement between the institutions could then be found during the 2nd reading in EP in 2010.

CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 98/26/EC on settlement finality in payment and securities settlement systems and directive 2002/47/EC on financial collateral arrangements as regards linked systems and credit claims
1.
Rapporteur: Piia-Noora KAUPPI (EPP-ED/FI)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0480/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0629
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 December 2008
4.
Subject: settlement finality in payment and securities settlement systems and financial collateral arrangements as regards linked systems and credit claims
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0082(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 95 EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)
8.

Commission's position: The Commission can accept all amendments.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt its common position in early 2009.

CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament resolution on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 94/19/EC on Deposit Guarantee Schemes as regards the coverage level and the payout delay
1.
Rapporteur: Christian EHLER (EPP-ED/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0494/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0630
3.
Date of adoption of the: 18 December 2008

4.
Subject: Deposit Guarantee Schemes as regards the coverage level and the payout delay
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2008/0199(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 47(2) EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts all amendments but will report on how to further reduce the payout delay by end 2009.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission will not amend its proposal as Parliament's first reading is in line with the Council position and therefore the proposal is expected to be adopted in first reading.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to formally adopt the proposal in first reading under the Czech Presidency.

CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a recommendation of the European Parliament and of the Council on establishing a European Quality Assurance Reference Framework for Vocational Education and Training
1.
Rapporteur: Jan ANDERSSON (PSE/SV)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0438/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0627

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 December 2008

4.
Subject: European Quality Assurance Reference Framework for Vocational Education and Training
5.
Inter‑institutional reference number: 2008/0069(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Articles 251(2), 149(4) and 150(4) of the EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts all amendments adopted by the EP.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for an amended proposal as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and the Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Formal adoption in Council is expected once the lawyer‑linguists have completed their work; the proposal will therefore be adopted at first reading.

CODECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a recommendation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a European Credit system for Vocational Education and Training (ECVET)
1.
Rapporteur: Thomas MANN (EPP-ED/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0424/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0628

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 December 2008

4.
Subject: European Credit system for Vocational Education and Training (ECVET)
5.
Inter‑institutional reference number: 2008/0070(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Articles 251(2), 149(4) and 150(4) of the EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts all amendments adopted by the EP.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for an amended proposal as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and the Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Formal adoption in Council is expected once the lawyer‑linguists have completed their work; the proposal will therefore be adopted at first reading.

CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directives 78/660/EEC and 83/349/EEC as regards certain disclosure requirements for medium-sized companies and obligation to draw up consolidated accounts

1.
Rapporteur: Ieke VAN DEN BURG (PSE/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0462/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0631

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 December 2008

4.
Subject: disclosure requirements for medium-sized companies and obligation to draw up consolidated accounts

In line with the Presidency compromise proposal agreed at the meetings of the Company Law Working Group of the Council, the European Parliament's Resolution corrects the Commission's proposal by deleting its provisions on the removal of disclosure requirements concerning breakdown into activity and geographical markets for SMEs. This exemption can be already achieved through the current text of the 4th Company Law Directive and is therefore redundant. Furthermore, it clarifies expressly that, if a parent undertaking has only immaterial subsidiaries and shall be therefore exempt from the obligation to draw up consolidated accounts, this parent undertaking can always draw up consolidated accounts, if it wishes to do so. Following the objections of some Member States in the Council the EP includes in its Resolution also the postponement of the transposition deadline (now 31 December 2010) and abolishes an obligation of a Member State to present to the Commission the transposition tables, resp. transfers this obligation to a recommendation, in accordance with the Interinstitutional Agreement on better law-making.

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0084(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Art. 44(1) EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept all amendments.
The legislative proposal was presented in April 2008 by way of a fast track procedure. It puts forward changes to Directive 78/660/EEC (4th Company Law Directive)
 on the annual accounts of certain types of companies and to Directive 83/349/EEC (7th Company Law Directive)
 on consolidated accounts.

The amendments proposed by the EP are all acceptable. They fully reflect an agreement reached between the Commission, Council and the European Parliament.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Amendment of the proposal is appropriate. A modified proposal to reflect the Commission's position on the European Parliament's first reading amendments will be prepared as soon as possible.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of a common position: Following agreement between the Commission, Council and the European Parliament, we expect full support for these amendments. Therefore, adoption of the proposal in the first reading is expected, foreseen for first half of 2009.

CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council directive amending Directive 2006/112/EC on the common system of value added tax to combat tax evasion connected with intra-Community transactions 
1.
Rapporteur: José Manuel GARCÍA MARGALLO Y MARFIL (EPP-ED/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0448/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0577
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 4 December 2008

4.
Subject: common system of value added tax to combat tax evasion connected with intra-Community transactions
5.
Inter-Institutional reference number: 2008/0058(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 93 EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept some of the amendments.
Acceptable in principle
The Commission can in principle agree to 4 and 7 which require an evaluation to be carried out within two years of the implementation of the measure. Indeed the measure will create a new administrative obligation for a limited number of traders, therefore it is legitimate to asses its effects as well as its efficiency.

The Commission will not present an amended proposal since this amendment has already been taken on board in the compromise text agreed in Council.

Rejected
On amendments 2, 3 and 6 the Commission understands the objective of the Parliament; however the Commission believes that it is important to maintain the possibility to submit recapitulative statements on paper or through other means for the smaller and the weaker economic agents for which it is a simpler procedure.
The other amendments cannot be supported mainly because they are beyond the scope of the proposal. However, the forthcoming proposals of the Commission on fighting against VAT fraud to be tabled in the coming months will include measures producing similar effects as many of the proposed amendments.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: No amended proposal since the amendments that are acceptable to the Commission have been taken on board in the compromise text agreed in Council.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of a common position: The Council adopted the proposal on 16 December 2008.

CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation establishing a multi-annual plan for the stock of herring distributed to the West of Scotland and the fisheries exploiting that stock
1.
Rapporteur: Struan STEVENSON (EPP-ED/UK)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0433/2008 /P6-TA-PROV(2008)0573
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 4 December 2008

4.
Subject: Herring stocks in the West of Scotland
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0091(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECHE)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission accepts some of the amendments.
Amendment 1 – Accepted in principle

Accept to limit the variation in TACs when the stock is above 50 000t instead of above 75 000t.
Amendment 2 – Rejected

This provision has not been considered necessary.
Amendment 3 – Rejected

The fishery should be closed in the event that the stock would fall to this level.

Amendment 4 – Accepted in principle
Accept a limit on variations of +/- 20% between 75 000t and 62 500t and a limit on variations of +/- 25% between 62 500t and 50 000t.
Amendment 5 – Rejected

The amendment is not formally unnecessary.
Amendment 6 – Accepted in principle

Accept in principle, see amendment 4.

Amendment 7 – Rejected

See amendment 3.
Amendment 8 – Rejected

Instead, the plan should provide for a lower TAC to be set in the event that the stock is not shown to recover adequately.
Amendment 9 – Accepted in principle

See Amendment 4.
Amendment 10 – Accepted in principle

See Amendment 4.
Amendment 11 – Rejected

The amendment does not introduce an additional obligation.
Amendment 12 –Rejected

Minor technical adjustments to long-term plans should not need a lengthy procedure involving Parliament, so long as the basic objectives are unchanged.

Amendment 13 – Rejected

Decisions on scientific analysis should be made by the relevant scientific committees and is not a matter for legislation.
Amendment 14 – Rejected

See Amendment 12.
Amendment 15 – Accepted

9.
Outlook for the amendments of the proposal: The proposed Regulation, with those amendments noted as acceptable are to be adopted by Council as an I/A point.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council adopted the proposal on 18 December 2008.

CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution of 4 December 2008 on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1798/2003 to combat tax evasion connected with intra-Community transactions

1.
Rapporteur: José Manuel GARCÍA MARGALLO Y MARFIL (EPP-ED/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0449/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0578
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 4 December 2008

4.
Subject: combat tax evasion connected with intra-Community transactions
5.
Inter-Institutional reference number: 2008/0059(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 93 EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission cannot accept any of the proposed amendments.
The amendments related to the reference to the regulatory procedure (1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9,10) are unnecessary taking into account that the only procedure referred to in article 44(2) of the Regulation is the regulatory procedure of article 5 of the comitology decision.
The remaining amendment (8) goes beyond the scope of the proposal. However, the forthcoming proposals of the Commission on fighting against VAT fraud to be tabled in the coming months will include measures producing similar effects as some included in the proposed amendment.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: No amended proposal since none of the amendments is taken on board by the Commission.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council adopted the proposal on 16 December 2008.

CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of an agreement between the government of the Republic of Korea and the EC concerning cooperation on anti-competitive activities

1.
Rapporteur: David MARTIN (PSE/UK)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0452/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0572
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 4 December 2008

4.
Subject: conclusion of an agreement between the government of the Republic of Korea and the European Community concerning cooperation in the area of anti-competitive practices.

5.
Inter‑institutional reference number: 2008/0004(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: Articles 83 and 308

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on International Trade (INTA)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission cannot accept any of the proposed amendments.
In general the Commission welcomes Parliament's clear support for the Council decision concluding the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Korea and the European Community concerning cooperation on anti-competitive activities.

However, the Commission does not support either of the two amendments drafted, for the reasons set out below.

Amendment 1 (new recital 4(a))

Amendment 1, by the rapporteur, concerns the introduction of an additional recital to the Council decision by which the Agreement is adopted. The recital states that the Agreement concerning cooperation on anti-competitive activities should be seen in the context of other agreements between the EU and the Republic of Korea, in particular that concerning a potential free trade agreement. It argues that the Agreement should form part of a broad balanced package of agreements between the EU and Korea that would also cover cooperation on issues such as the promotion of social and environmental standards.

The Commission notes that the two agreements have been negotiated independently and considers that the impression should be avoided that progress made on the adoption of the Cooperation Agreement is dependent on progress made on the FTA. Moreover, the two agreements pursue different objectives.

Amendment 2 (new recital 2(a))

Amendment 2 provides for an additional recital to the Council decision which suggests that both parties should minimise the use of Trade Defence Instruments between the two of them. As trade defence instruments are used to tackle anti-competitive behaviour when competition laws are lacking or are not mutually recognised, according to the amendment, the adoption of the agreement would suggest that Trade Defence Instruments would become obsolete in the relation between the two parties.

While indeed, the proven implementation of common disciplines on State aids (including binding dispute settlement) and effective enforcement of competition law may reduce the need for countervailing (anti-subsidy) measures, a structured dialogue between the parties in the field of competition would not be sufficient in itself to remove the need for such measures. But most importantly, a structured dialogue in the field of competition would certainly not prevent companies from dumping their products on third country markets (only the complete approximation of all relevant rules in a single market can do this), and the anti-dumping instrument is by far the most commonly used Trade Defence Instrument. The same approach would apply to safeguards, the third trade defence instrument, which even addresses surges of fair traded imports.

Therefore cooperation in the field of competition does not constitute a valid substitute for Trade Defence Instruments. In view hereof the Commission is opposed to limiting a priori the use of these rights.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission does not intend to present an amended proposal.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The proposal should be adopted in Council on 19 February 2009.

CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending the Conditions of employment of other servants of the European Communities
1.
Rapporteur: Giuseppe GARGANI (EPP-ED/IT)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0483/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0606
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 December 2008

4.
Subject: Statute for parliamentary Assistants (modification of the Conditions of employment of other servants of the European Communities)

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0224(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 283 of the Treaty establishing the European Community

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission accepts all amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The text adopted by the European Parliament reflects the agreement reached by the European Parliament, the Council and the European Commission and a formal modification of the proposal is therefore not necessary.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: On 18 December 2008, the Agriculture and Fisheries Council adopted the proposal subject to legal verification of the text.

Second part
Non‑legislative resolutions

THE COMMISSION DOES NOT INTEND TO RESPOND FORMALLY TO THE FOLLOWING NON-LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DURING THE DECEMBER 2008 PART-SESSIONS
-
European Parliament resolution of 4 December 2008 on the situation of women in the Balkans (2008/2119(INI))

Rapporteur: Zita GURMAI (PE: A6-0435/08)

Minutes, Part 2, 4 December 2008

Competent: 
Olli REHN



DG Enlargement
Grounds: The Commission will not be responding formally, given that Commissioner Verheugen has already replied in plenary to the requests contained in the resolution.
-
European Parliament resolution of 16 December 2008 on regional development aspects of the impact of tourism on coastal zones (2008/2132(INI))

Rapporteur: Jamila MADEIRA (PE: A6-0442/08)

Minutes, Part 2, 16 December 2008

Competent: 
Danuta HÜBNER



DG Regional Policy
Grounds: The Commission will not be responding formally, given that Commissioner Spidla has already replied in plenary to the requests contained in the resolution.

-
European Parliament resolution of 18 December 2008 on accounting requirements as regards small and medium-sized companies, particularly micro-entities
(PE: B6-0626/08)

Minutes, Part 2, 18 December 2008

Competent: 
Charlie McCREEVY



DG Internal Market and Services
Grounds: The Commission will not be responding formally, given that Commissioner Barrot has already replied in plenary to the requests contained in the resolution.

-
European Parliament resolution of 18 December 2008 on the situation in Zimbabwe

(PE: B6-0628/08)

Minutes, Part 2, 18 December 2008

Competent: 
Louis MICHEL



DG Development
Grounds: The Commission will not be responding formally, given that Commissioner Barrot has already replied in plenary to the requests contained in the resolution.

-----------
� 	OJ L 222, 14.8.1978, p. 11. Directive as last amended by Directive 2006/46/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council (OJ L 224, 16.8.2006, p. 1).


� 	OJ L 193, 18.7.1983, p. 1. Directive as last amended by Council Directive 2006/99/EC (OJ L 363, 20.12.2006, p. 137).
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