Follow-up to the European Parliament Resolution on applied research relating to the common fishery policy, adopted by the Commission on 21 April 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Rosa MIGUÉLEZ RAMOS (PSE/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0016/2009 / P6-TA-PROV(2009)0065
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 February 2009

4.
Subject: applied research relating to the common fishery policy
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution stresses the need for stimulating European research on fisheries and aquaculture in the 7th Framework Programmes in order to support the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). The CFP is among the Community policies most dependent on scientific research and the credibility of the measures adopted under this policy rests on high-quality scientific opinions. The decision-making process should be based on serious scientific opinions which require a solid basis of scientific knowledge.

In its resolution, the European Parliament underlines the necessity to pay greater attention to the specific problems of fisheries and aquaculture in view of this sector's economic, social and political importance in the EU. It also recognises the importance of continuing efforts in the various marine and maritime disciplines, focusing on improving interactions between marine research and maritime research rather than targeting research sectors that are already well established.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The resolution is timely as it coincides with the preparation of a joint call on Marine and Maritime research underway within the work programme 2010 of FP7 and with the launching of the Green paper on the reform of the Common Fishery Policy (CFP), which includes a chapter on research.

The Commission agrees with the main elements of the resolution and welcomes the support expressed by the EU Parliament to the EU Strategy for Marine and Maritime research where priorities are given to:

· increased capacity building (new infrastructure, new skill and education initiatives),

· developing integration across established marine and maritime research disciplines,

· promoting synergy between Member States and the Commission,

· developing new governance in research.

In relation to paragraphs 4-6 on the place of fisheries and aquaculture research in FP7, the Commission will continue its efforts to give more visibility to fisheries and aquaculture research in FP7. Fisheries and aquaculture are mainly addressed in Theme 2 "Food, Agriculture & Fisheries and Biotechnologies (KBBE)", Theme 6 "Environment including Climate change and also within Theme 8 – "Social sciences and humanities" of FP7. Opportunities also exist in the 3 other specific programmes (Capacity, People, Ideas) where actions in the Marine sector within SME support, infrastructures, training fellowships for young scientists, and fundamental research are supported. Synergies within fisheries research across programmes are also included in the Marine and Maritime Joint call under WP 2010 of FP7 as previously mentioned.

The concerns expressed in the resolution of the Parliament on the place of fisheries and aquaculture research in FP7 will be taken into consideration during the mid-term evaluation of FP7, scheduled for 2010.

In relation to paragraph 7, which calls for a more practical type of research, many topics addressed in Theme 2 of the specific programme "Cooperation" in the field of fisheries and aquaculture research already have a strong policy dimension. The Commission will secure a good balance between research addressed in FP7 and studies in support of the new Data Collection Regulation in place since early 2009.

Concerning the financial support as expressed in paragraphs 8-10, the Commission acknowledges the importance of ensuring that sufficient budget is allocated to fisheries and aquaculture research in FP7, while maintaining a good balance with the other research sectors particularly in agriculture, forestry and biotechnology within Theme 2 "KBBE" and Theme 6 "Environment". The annual budget of FP7 will progressively increase during the last 3 years of the programme and both the fisheries and aquaculture sectors will benefit from this increase.

In relation with paragraphs 11-14, which address the research priorities, the Commission will pursue its effort to support research by securing a good balance between research policy and more basic research, by reinforcing social science in the work programmes, by promoting dissemination of results and finally, by encouraging more coordination between national research programmes.

As far as the paragraphs on education and training are concerned (15-21), the Commission will facilitate the integration of fisheries and aquaculture research in the broader context of its strategic research agenda of the ERA and the new EU strategy for Marine and Maritime research. Particular attention is given to the following actions which are of direct interest to the two sectors:

Capacity-building:

1. Developing sustainable support for the specialised pan-European research infrastructures required to meet identified challenges and opportunities.

2. Developing adequate new and interdisciplinary skills, education and innovation capacities in order to respond to the current socio-economic and cultural trends and requirements.

3. Looking at a more efficient use of existing and new human and financial resources such as the opportunities offered by Leonardo da Vinci programme on education and training, Research Framework Programmes, the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP), etc.

Integration:

1. Developing cross-thematic integration between the various marine and maritime RTD domains.

2. Promoting integration in the use of European marine research infrastructure holders, with an emphasis on the harmonisation of procedures.

3. Finding mechanisms for the sustainable support and management of data on the seas, including mapping of European waters and the integration of maritime surveillance systems.

4. In close partnership with Commission services, using the initiative Regions for Economic Change of Cohesion Policy, to further develop regional activities in this field.

5. In partnership with marine and maritime stakeholders, providing support measures to enable screening of marine and maritime technology expertise to promote rapid transfer at EU level.

Synergies:

1. Building on the achievements of the existing ERA-NET schemes to propose cross-national research schemes;

2. Facilitating the pooling of national public funding possibly through the ERA-NET+ mechanism;

3. Taking preliminary steps towards the implementation of Article 169 of the Treaty by building on ongoing initiatives;

4. Coordinating with other Community and European schemes to finance research (CIP, Cohesion Policy funds, EUREKA, COST);

5. Define and implement joint programming.

New forms of Governance:

1. Launching a new governance model for research in the shape of a "Forum" bringing together a "partnership sustainable over the long term",

2. Assessing in the coming year the conditions under which such an advisory mechanism can be established.

3. Furthermore, in connection with the EU Maritime Day, the Commission will facilitate from 2009 the organisation, on a regular basis, of a conference with European marine and maritime research stakeholders.

International cooperation:

1. Strengthening cooperation with third countries (including neighbouring countries) in order to enhance participation in large-scale international research programmes.

In relation to paragraph 22, on the specific support to the CFP, it has to be pointed out that the reflection of the reform of the CFP includes a clear reference to the involvement of stakeholders (including RACs) in the research based advice. The question of how better to incorporate stakeholder knowledge in advice and ensuring their involvement in the production of advice is a key issue.

Finally, in relation to paragraph 23 on EU budget for the collection of data in the fisheries sector, a new Council Regulation (EC) No 199/2008 has been adopted on 25 February 2008 for the establishment of a Community framework for the collection, management and use of data in the fisheries sector. The regulation covers the whole process from the collection of the data to their use in support to the provision of the scientific advice, and in strengthening end-users needs and involvement, in particular Regional Advisory Councils and stakeholders. It also offers the possibility to carry out specific actions to improve the collection of data (e.g. coverage of fleets, data quality, and collection of new sets of data) under specific studies. These actions can be carried out by the scientists (e.g. research surveys-at-sea) but also by fishermen (e.g. self-sampling for discards estimates) or jointly (e.g. joint surveys-at-sea). Several cooperative research projects are already on-going where fishers and scientists work together under the DCR studies.
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