Follow-up to the European Parliament Resolution on the creation of a European professional card for service providers, adopted by the Commission on 21 April 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Charlotte CEDERSCHIÖLD (EPP-ED/SE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0029/2009 / P6-TA-PROV(2009)0066

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 February 2009

4. 
Subject: The resolution notes that the mobility of persons and services between EU Member States is low, despite the importance of mobility for the Lisbon programme
. It therefore advocates initiatives to facilitate cross-border mobility and argues that the added value of European professional cards should be determined.
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)

6.
Brief analysis of the resolution and Parliament's requests:

The resolution contains Parliament's response to the various private sector initiatives concerning the creation of professional cards. It notes that there is some need for these cards, which could be useful both for professions subject to minimal harmonised requirements and for those which are not regulated or harmonised at all. However, it also notes the practical difficulties of introducing such cards, particularly for the latter category. In any case it holds that the added value of proposed European professional cards needs to be determined and any new action by the public authorities should involve a detailed description of the types of profession and specific needs that the cards are intended to cover. The European Parliament considers that the cards should be introduced for professionals only if there is sufficient demand, and must take account of the differences between professions. It should not have a negative impact on mobility and should not be a condition of movement of workers or services or create new administrative burdens. The data on the card should be protected by the highest standards of protection of privacy and should be reliable, validated, and updated by the competent national authorities.

The message of the resolution is in line with the Commission's position.

7.
Response to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The resolution contains the following requests addressed to the Commission (by paragraph number).

[The European Parliament],

3.  Stresses however the need for a more efficient and coordinated approach by the Commission between initiatives that aim to facilitate and stimulate the mobility of professionals between Member States, such as EUROPASS (European CV), EURES (job mobility portal) and the European Qualifications Framework (EQF), as well as between the different associated Community funded or co-funded networks involved in these issues, such as SOLVIT, IMI, EUROGUIDANCE and ENIC/NARIC;

This paragraph sets out a rather disparate list of tools, networks and measures which are not directly and systematically linked with the recognition of professional qualifications or the issue of professional cards.

However, the Commission will endeavour to coordinate these initiatives better, in particular by organising a steering group in the context of the evaluation of Directive 2005/36/EC provided for in Article 60(2) thereof
.

6.  Calls on the Commission to take action against those Members States that have not yet transposed Directive 2005/36/EC;

The European Commission has decided to bring an action against 18 Member States before the European Court of Justice for failure to notify measures transposing Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications
. It has sent a reasoned opinion to Denmark for the same reason
.

7.
Calls on the Commission to assess the impact on mobility of the application of Article 7 of Directive 2005/36/EC in the report it will draw up pursuant to Article 60(2) of that Directive;

Article 7 of Directive 2005/36/EC allows Member States to require an advance declaration from a service provider who is going to move. Although this is legal, it could have a negative impact on the supply of services, and the impact of this measure as implemented by the Member States should be evaluated.

Under Article 60(2), the Commission is to draw up a report on the implementation of the Directive every five years. The first report will be published in 2012 and will address this issue specifically.

12.  Invites the Commission to take stock of different initiatives concerning the development of professional cards and to report to Parliament on a representative inventory;

The Commission is actively monitoring the various initiatives in this area and is in contact with the professionals concerned. It will draw up a list of the initiatives and send a representative inventory to Parliament in the context of the report provided for in Article 60(2) of the Directive.

13.  Calls on the Commission to examine the initiatives in order to see whether a European professional card, in addition to other measures, could:

   (a) contribute to the security of citizens in the event of contact with a provider of cross-border services, as citizens can check the identity and qualifications of the service provider by means of the professional card, 

   (b) lead to administrative simplification and cost reductions and, in the long term, replace paper-based files and dossiers and increase transparency, 

   (c) stimulate the provision of temporary services, 

   (d) stimulate the provision of appropriate services of a high standard in the European Union and third countries, 

   (e) serve as means of communication of appropriate information to recipients of services in order to increase consumer health and safety, 

   (f) serve as means of communication of appropriate information to employers (in the public and private sectors) in order to facilitate cross-borders recruitment, [....]; 

The Commission is actively monitoring the various projects for professional cards. It has contributed and continues to contribute to their development by providing financial support, but also with technical assistance: at working meetings the Commission provides explanations on a variety of subjects including the system for the recognition of professional qualifications and the role that the card could play in that system. The Commission will continue this work with professionals and will examine the initiatives submitted to ensure that they are consistent with the Directive and to determine whether they can meet the criteria referred to by the European Parliament.
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