Commission Communication on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the April 2009 
I and II part-sessions
CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on cross-border payments in the Community
1.
Rapporteur: Margarita STARKEVIČIŪTĖ (ALDE/LT)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0053/2009 / P6_TA-PROV(2009)0321
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 24th April 2009
4.
Subject: cross-border payments in the Community
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0194(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 95 of the EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts the single amendment adopted by the EP Plenary which takes on board the interinstitutional compromise package already agreed by the COREPER on 25th March. This compromise aims basically to extend the principle of equality of charges for cross-border and corresponding national payments to direct debit transactions, abolishes balance-of-payments statistical reporting obligations for cross-border payments up to the amount of EUR 50000, improves clarity and wording of the text, including the definitions and introduces new mechanisms for dealing with complaints, disputes and infringements of the Regulation. In addition, temporary rules regarding multilateral interchange fees and reachability for cross-border direct debits in euro are introduced to allow for a smooth launch of SEPA direct debits in November 2009 and to give the payment industry time necessary to build a direct debit business model compatible with the competition rules. The compromise package is acceptable for the Commission, as it confirms most of the elements of the Commission's original proposal (an important provision on a complete phase-out of the statistical reporting obligation on payments was however deleted) and adds the rules on multilateral interchange fees and reachability for direct debit transactions.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Not required, as both texts (Council general approach and EP compromise amendment) are identical and acceptable for the Commission.
10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to accept the amendments from the European Parliament thus leading to adoption of the proposal in 1st reading in September.
