Follow-up to the European Parliament Resolution on the greening of transport and internalisation of external costs, adopted by the Commission on 17 June 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Georg JARZEMBOWSKI (EPP-ED/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0055/2009 / P6-TA_PROV(2009)0119
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 March 2009
4.
Subject: Greening of transport; internalisation of external costs, rail noise abatement
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution, drafted in response to the "greening of transport" package adopted by the Commission on 8 July 2008, tackles three subjects: greening of transport; internalisation of external costs; abatement of rail noise.

Greening of transport

The resolution welcomes the inventory of existing EU measures to green transport, which the Commission had adopted as a Commission staff working document annexed to the Communication on greening of transport. The resolution also broadly shares the analysis of the challenges to be tackled in greening transport.

The resolution voices, however, disappointment with regards to the concrete policy measures proposed by the Commission. It considers that the Commission has failed to present an integrated plan to green transport, covering all transport sectors.

In conclusion, the EP calls on the Commission to submit such an integrated plan, accompanied by adequate legislative proposals. It stresses in particular the need to take into account international conventions and measures already in place, and calls for an in-depth assessment of impacts on competition between transport modes, on competitiveness and on the costs of mobility.

Internalisation of external costs

The resolution is very critical of the Handbook on the internalisation of external costs and the Commission strategy to internalise external costs. More specifically, it concludes that the Commission has not fulfilled its duty under Article 11 of the amended Eurovignette Directive to put forward a generally applicable, transparent, and comprehensible model for the assessment of external costs.

In conclusion, the EP calls on the Commission:

· To propose measures to mitigate the effects of increased remoteness arising from EU enlargement in the review of the trans-European transport network (TEN-T) programme;

· To propose, in the TEN-T review, multimodal mobility corridors ("green corridors");

· To present legislative proposals on the internalisation of external costs for all modes of transport.

Abatement of rail noise

The resolution endorses the Commission's analysis presented in the Communication on rail noise, which had been part of the greening of transport package.

It calls upon the Commission to present a proposal for a directive introducing noise-related track access charges for locomotives and wagons. At the same time, it stresses the need to ensure that through earmarking of revenues, upgrading of existing wagons is not confined to wagons belonging to rail undertakings, but is also extended to wagons belonging to other companies.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Greening of transport
The greening of transport communication contains a detailed time line for all measures to be adopted on greening of transport until October 2009; the Commission has already adopted the majority of these measures (in particular Green paper on TEN-T; Action plan and directive on intelligent transport systems; proposals on labelling of tyres; revision of the energy taxation directive); the others are scheduled to be adopted by the end of October 2009 (in particular Action plan on urban mobility; Directive on NOx from aircrafts; Revision of the Directive on noise from aviation; Revision of the 1st railway package).

Whether there is, beyond these measures, a need for further policy action needs to be assessed by the new Commission.

Internalisation of external costs
The Commission has presented in February 2009 its Green paper on the future of TEN-T. It will take due account of the EP's proposals on taking due account of the EU enlargement and creating green corridors when preparing the follow-up to the Green paper.

Any decision as to whether there is a need for making further legislative proposals on the internalisation of external costs will need to be made by the new Commission.

Abatement of rail noise

The Commission will integrate the concept of noise-related infrastructure charging in its proposal for the revision of the 1st railway package, to be presented in October 2009.
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