Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the work of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly in 2008, adopted by the Commission on 17 June 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Thierry CORNILLET (ALDE/FR)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0081/2009 / P6-TA_PROV(2009)0155

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 24 March 2009

4.
Subject: ACP-EU JPA
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Development (DEVE)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The Commission welcomes the annual report on the work of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly (JPA) and agrees with the positive assessment of its accomplishments in 2008. The resolution rightly highlights that the JPA provided a framework for discussions on the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs); The Commission appreciates the Parliament's positive remarks about the new Commissioner for Trade in this context. The role of national parliaments is emphasised in the resolution, calling for their closer involvement in the EPA negotiations and for better scrutiny of their Country Strategy Papers. The Commission cannot impose on partner countries specific practical arrangements on how best to include their parliaments in these areas, but clearly encourages the involvement of the elected representatives in the various phases of the processes. Finally, the Commission shares Parliament's wish to incorporate the European Development Fund into the EU budget.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

On §5:

Whilst recognising that it is a sovereign decision of ACP countries, the Commission fully supports the idea that national parliaments and non state actors should be involved both at the negotiation stage and in the implementation of EPAs. The Commission notes that non state actors already take part in the negotiation process.

On §7-10:

The Commission does its best to facilitate the transmission of the programming documents to the concerned national parliaments but it also has to comply with the regulation related to the European Development Fund (EDF) and in particular by Article 35 of Annex IV of the Cotonou Agreement which stipulates that the National Authorising Officer of the EDF in the beneficiary countries is the appointed contact point of the Commission for all questions of programming and of EDF implementation. It was in this context that in a letter to the JPA Co-Chairs dated 5 November 2007 Commissioner Michel suggested a direct transmission procedure of the programming documents to the speakers and members of the national parliaments through the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, which has subsequently been implemented. The Commission joins the European Parliament in welcoming the work performed by certain ACP parliaments in examining such documents.

In order to assist national parliaments in performing their essential tasks, the Commission has specifically provided €87 million since 2000 (€66 million for ACP countries and €21 million for the rest of the world). The Commission also provides support to strengthen parliaments as components of wider projects and programmes in support of democratisation, human rights, governance and strengthening of the rule of law. A study is being planned to analyse the strategies, approaches, instruments, methods, and interventions used to reinforce parliaments and to provide practical tools for project management purposes in particular guidelines for the design, monitoring and evaluation of projects and programmes in the area of parliamentary support.
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