Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on ensuring food quality, including harmonisation or mutual recognition of standards, adopted by the Commission on 17 June 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Maria PETRE (EPP-ED/RO)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0088/2009 / P6-TA_PROV(2009)0098

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 10 March 2009

4.
Subject: Ensuring food quality, including harmonisation or mutual recognition of standards
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution called in particular for:

· On communicating EU farming requirements: an indication of the country of origin, an indication of the origin of the raw material for processed products and a specific labelling for milk, eggs and milk coming from animals fed with GMO feed ;

· On marketing standards: simplification of the marketing standards, but not abolition, the possibility for un-aesthetic products to be sold on the market and the definition of optional reserved terms such as "farm-house" or "mountain";

· On geographical indications: simplification and acceleration of registration procedures for geographical indication (GI), increased controls in Member States to protect the GIs and additional efforts in the WTO negotiations to protect European GIs (the resolution insists on the "multilateral register"), the creation of a European Agency responsible for GIs applications, working in collaboration with the EFSA.

· On TSG: resolution called for the suppression of the second register.

· On certification schemes: a mutual recognition of private and Member States' schemes, avoid introducing new certification schemes for foodstuffs at EU level as this would undermine existing schemes and mislead consumers.

The resolution also includes issues that fall outside the scope of the communication, like harmonisation of the maximum residues limits applied for forbidden pesticides in organic food and a specific labelling for milk, eggs and milk coming from animals fed with GMO feed.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission carefully considered the European Parliament resolution when preparing its Communication on agricultural product quality policy. It has been an important element in the Commission services' reflections, together with the submissions from stakeholders in response to the Green Paper on agricultural product quality, and the conclusions of the high level Quality Policy Conference organised by the Czech Presidency in Prague on 12 and 13 March 2009.

The proposals mentioned in point 5) have been analysed in the Impact Assessment carried out by DG AGRI and addressed in the Communication "on agricultural products quality policy"
.

In particular, it appears that:

· Simplification of marketing standards would help deliver a coherent framework. It would also enable selling un-aesthetic products on the retail market.

· The Commission will study possible ways of supporting a better communication of farming attributes of products by farmers; the indication of the origin or place of farming could be a suitable instrument to this end.

· Simplification and acceleration of procedures to register a geographical indication (GI) is still needed and the Commission will consider further shortening of procedures.  The Commission considers that it is premature to consider a European Agency responsible for GIs applications.

The European Parliament will be invited to react on the Communication.
-------------
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