Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on developing a Common Aviation Area with Israel, adopted by the Commission on 17 June 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Luca ROMAGNOLI (NI/IT)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0090/2009 / P6-TA_PROV(2009)0127

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 March 2009

4.
Subject: Developing a Common Aviation Area with Israel

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution is in line with the Commission's Communication on developing a Common Aviation Area with Israel
, and it supports the negotiating objectives as set out in the mentioned Communication and the mandate granted to the Commission. Such objectives include, for example, negotiating transitional phases where market opening is linked with the level of regulatory convergence achieved.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

1. The agreement should provide for stringent air safety and security rules

Israel is going through a process of modernising its air safety standards and administrative practices. The negotiations will provide a good opportunity to encourage Israel to implement key parts of the EC safety legislation including extensive cooperation with the European Aviation Safety Authority.

Israel has probably the highest air security standards in the world. In this area the objective is to reach mutual recognition of security standards which may lead to "one stop security".

2. The negotiations should be carried out in close cooperation with the Member States

Each round of the negotiations is preceded by a preparatory meeting between the Commission (as negotiator) and the Special Committee of Member States. Special Committee members also participate at the negotiations. Further, ad hoc consultation may take place as necessary throughout the negotiating process.

3. The Parliament and the relevant stakeholders should be fully informed and consulted throughout the negotiations

The Commission will keep informed the Parliament through the TRAN Committee as in the case of all other aviation negotiations. Stakeholders are invited to the meeting of the Stakeholders Forum before each round of the negotiations, organised along with Special Committee meetings.
----------
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