Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on Artistic Studies in the European Union, adopted by the Commission on 17 June 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Maria BADIA i CUTCHET (PSE/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0093/2009 / P6-TA_PROV(2009)0153
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 24 March 2009
4.
Subject: Artistic Studies in the European Union

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
This resolution states that cultural and artistic education can contribute to the promotion of creativity and innovation within the Lisbon Strategy. However, it points out that significant disparities exist between Member States in the existing artistic education models.
The resolution emphasises the role of artistic and cultural education for civic education, in safeguarding the traditional cultural values of different regions.
It calls for artistic education to become a compulsory element in syllabuses at all school levels.
It suggests increasing the mobility of art students and professionals, and urges the Commission to work with MS for the establishment of a framework for such mobility.
The resolution calls on the Council, the Commission and the Member States to use the OMC in promoting joint artistic education policies, including teacher education, and to improve artistic professional training in higher education, following the Bologna model.
It calls on the Commission to undertake more studies in this area.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The recommendations related to the status of arts and culture in curricula, the provision of professional training in the artistic sector; teaching of art history, the "establishment of specific competences for artistic education" and all recommendations on practical arrangement of artists' education are matters that fall under the principle of subsidiarity.

As regards a framework for mobility and coordination of artistic education at the European level the principle of subsidiarity applies too.

The Commission supports, however, through the Open Method of Coordination (OMC), the implementation on the Recommendation on key competences for lifelong learning, in which arts, culture and creativity plays a crucial role.

The Commission has also launched a number of initiatives aiming at fostering creativity in the framework of the "European Agenda for Culture" (adopted by the Council in November 2007 and endorsed by the European Council in December 2007).  It sets strategic objectives for policy implementation and development and new working methods for the Member States (OMC) and the cultural sector at large (Structured dialogue with the cultural sector). Strengthening the transversal role of culture, in line with Article 151(4) of the EC Treaty, is the third pillar on which the European Agenda for culture is premised.

In this framework of OMC, four working groups of experts from Member States were established, with mandates validated by the Council (period 2008-2010). These groups address respectively the mobility of artists and other professionals in the cultural field; the promotion of synergies with education, especially arts education; the mobility of museum's collections; and the promotion of the potential of creative industries.

The working group on synergies with education deals with questions like the contents of arts education in the school curricula, the contribution of the civil society (non-formal and informal education), the training of teachers and evaluation issues. Recommendations are expected soon and will at least partly be discussed at the Culture Forum to be held in Brussels in 29 and 30 September 2009.

The European Agenda for Culture has led to establishing, inter alia, the "Access to culture" platform consisting of representatives of 18 cultural networks and organisations working at the European level. This platform will produce recommendations for the Culture Forum in September, e.g. on access to culture through education and access to education through culture.

A study on "Arts and Cultural Education at School in Europe" is being prepared by Eurydice. It will establish a "state of play" concerning the legislation on the teaching of arts education in European States schools.

A study on the access of young people to culture in Europe is also being conducted at the request of the European Commission. The objective of the study is to carry out a collection and a full analysis of existing national practices in the field of access of young people to culture. The final report is expected in the autumn 2009.
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