Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on Better Schools: an agenda for European cooperation, adopted by the Commission on 2 July 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Pál SCHMITT (EPP-ED/HU)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0124/2009 / P6_TA-PROV(2009)0217
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 2 April 2009
4.
Subject: Better Schools: an agenda for European cooperation
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)
6.
Background of the resolution:

The resolution takes up the main points of the Commission’s Communication of July 2008 "'Improving competences for the 21st Century: An Agenda for European Cooperation on Schools"
, which invited Member States to intensify their cooperation in order to strengthen their national reforms in school education and training and provides broad policy orientations that will support them.

7.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The Resolution shares the Commission’s analysis of the current situation, notably that the acquisition of basic skills and key competences by all young people and the improvement of educational attainment levels are crucial for reaching the goals of the Lisbon agenda, that current system inequities can have high social and economic costs and that the quality of teaching is the most important factor within the school environment affecting student attainment. It shares the Commission’s desire to enhance cooperation amongst Member States on school policy issues, including through the exchange of information and the use of benchmarks and indicators.

As regards specific requests, the resolution:

9.
Notes that in the Union, young people show a great lack of ability to concentrate; therefore calls on the Commission to conduct a study to investigate the main reasons for this lack of concentration among pupils; 

39.
Calls on the Member States and Commission to cooperate closely to promote implementation of the European schooling system in the Member States’ respective education systems; calls on the Commission to envisage including the European Schools in the work of the Eurydice network; 

40.
Asks the Commission to report regularly on the progress made following the two communications, so that the performance of education and training systems in the EU can be evaluated, with particular attention being paid to pupils' acquisition of key skills;
8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

As regards the assertion concerning the alleged lack of ability to concentrate among young people, the Commission knows of no evidence to support it.

As regards the request of the European Parliament to cooperate closely in order “to promote implementation of the European schooling system in the Member States’ respective education systems”, the Commission is happy to be able to inform the EP that a consensus was reached by the Board of Governors of the European Schools at its last meeting in Stockholm on 21, 22 and 23 April 2009, which adopted an overall reform of the European Schools System, initiated in response to the 2002 and 2005 resolutions of the European Parliament.
This reform includes the agreement of the various decisions taken in order to open up the system to national schools providing European Schooling and allowing duly accredited schools (so-called type II and type III Schools) to offer in future the curriculum and the European Baccalaureate. Until now, five schools already offer European schooling at Parma, Dunshaughlin, Heraklion, Helsinki and Strasbourg, and the general interest file presented by France for the creation of European Schooling at Manosque has been adopted in October 2008. As regards type III schools, the general interest file presented by the Netherlands for the creation of European Schooling in secondary years 6 and 7 at the International School of The Hague from September 2010 has been accepted by the Board of Governors at its January 2009 meeting as corresponding to the first stage of the accreditation procedure.
Eurydice is an institutional network for gathering, monitoring, processing and circulating reliable and readily comparable information on education systems and policies throughout Europe. The network is made up mainly of National Units based mainly in Education Ministries and its focus is on the legislative and regulatory frameworks and policies in place in each participating country. Particular types of school, such as the European Schools, which are governed by an International Convention (or, for example, Montessori schools) could not be integrated into such a network. However, as is shown by the recent study carried out by the European Parliament into the academic and professional careers of European school graduates
, the data and information provided by Eurydice can be very helpful in providing a comparative framework for evaluating and developing the European school system.

The Commission intends to “report regularly on the progress made following the two communications, so that the performance of education and training systems in the EU can be evaluated, with particular attention being paid to pupils' acquisition of key skills”, in the context of the Education and Training 2010/2020 process.
------------
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