Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on migrant children left behind in the country of origin, adopted by the Commission on 17 June 2009
1.
Resolution tabled further to Question for Oral Answer B6-0014/2009 under Rule 108(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by Jan ANDERSSON (PSE/SV) on behalf of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)

2.
EP reference number: B6-0112/2009 / P6-TA_PROV(2009)0132

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 March 2009

4.
Subject: Migrant children left behind in the country of origin

5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and Parliament's requests:
Free movement of workers is beneficial for the economies of all Member States and offers EU citizens the opportunity for economic and personal development.

These positive effects may be reduced by undesired side-effects of migration, among them the poor living conditions of the children that remain in the country of origin when their parents migrate to another Member State.

While there is a comprehensive policy in place to improve the living conditions and education of migrant children who move with their parents to the country of destination, the phenomenon of children left behind in the country of origin has received little attention.

The Commission is therefore asked to carry out a study to assess at EU level the extent of the problem of migrant children left behind in the country of origin, to collect relevant data from across the EU, and to propose to all interested parties an appropriate mobilisation of existing resources.

Meanwhile, Member States are asked to take measures to improve the situation of children left by their parents in the country of origin and to guarantee them a normal social and educational development, in particular by putting in place cooperation mechanisms to prevent the negative effects on families, and especially on children, of lives led apart and of the distances that must be bridged in these situations.

6.
Response to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
In the context of the open method of coordination in the areas of social protection and social inclusion, the Commission and the Member States have already looked into this problem, which arises when parents emigrate for economic reasons and leave their children behind in their country of origin. This subject could be included as one of the areas to be covered in a study, project or peer review on the most vulnerable children.
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