Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on water in the light of the 5th World Water Forum in Istanbul on 16-22 March 2009, adopted by the Commission on 17 June 2009
1.
Resolution tabled further to Question for Oral Answer B6‑0015/2009 pursuant to Rule 108(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by Thijs BERMAN (PSE/NL) on behalf of the Committee on Development (DEVE)

2.
EP reference number: B6-0113/2009 / P6-TA_PROV(2009)0137

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 March 2009

4.
Subject: 5th World Water Forum in Istanbul 16-22 March 2009
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution relates in particular to the 5th World Water Forum, in which the EU was represented by the Czech Presidency.

Parliament asks for drinking water to be considered as a fundamental and universal right and be under public control. The role of local authorities is emphasised in this context. Shared water management is encouraged where countries share a common basin in order to strengthen solidarity and avoid conflicts. The EU is called upon to facilitate the adaptation of developing countries to climate change; the importance of the Global Climate Change Alliance is stressed in this connection.

Some specific issues of the resolution were included in an oral question, to which the Commission has formally responded during the plenary session of 11 March in Strasbourg.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission welcomes the resolution of the European Parliament, and its constructive recommendations. It will reinforce the work of the Commission and its partners, in order to take into account the important issues highlighted by the resolution.

The Commission's policy, approved in 2002, promotes a framework for integrated water resources management, based on three priorities
:

· Provide access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation to all people to reduce poverty, improve public health and increase livelihood opportunities.

· Establish and strengthen organizations and infrastructure for the sustainable and equitable management of trans-boundary rivers, lakes and groundwater.

· Coordinate the equitable, sustainable and appropriate distribution of water between various users.

The Council resolution of 30 May 2002 states that “water is a primary human need and water supply and sanitation are basic social services”.

The first priority relates to the achievement of Millennium Development Goals in water and sanitation.

The Commission agrees that water and sanitation service provision is best addressed at the local level, through local government, municipalities and communities. At EU level, European water policy is also based on the principle of good governance, encouraging involvement and participation of citizens, local communities, NGOs and stakeholders. This is reflected not only in the Water Framework Directive but also in initiatives such as the EU Water Initiative launched at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, which contains the reinforcement of the role of local actors among its objectives.

In Africa, where the Millennium Development Goals linked to water and sanitation are still not on track, investments need to increase and the Commission has demonstrated its political commitment by creating a financial mechanism. The Water Facility of half a billion Euros (under the 9th European Development Fund - EDF) has allowed to mobilise the double by co-financing a large number of programmes to improve the water, sanitation and hygiene situation of millions of people. It has also improved water governance and management in ACP countries. The focus on the involvement of local actors has been one of the added values of this Facility.

The Water Facility will continue under the 10th EDF, €200 million have been set aside for this purpose, and Member States are invited to participate with additional funding. The Commission's strategy is based on an integrated framework for collaboration with partner governments, EU Member States and all concerned stakeholders. The Water Facility complements the national programmes with its capacity to work with decentralised actors and develop innovative solutions. It is a catalytic instrument which can mobilise resources from other donors, from financial institutions, and potentially from the private sector, and develop partnerships between different actors, from the North and the South. It is foreseen that the new Water Facility will continue and reinforce its collaboration with the African Water Facility, with a particular focus on governance issues.

The ongoing preparation of the 10th EDF Water Facility gives special attention to the development of innovative partnerships, and identifies in particular the potential offered by public water operators, who provide over 90% of water and sanitation services globally. Therefore, public-public partnerships constitute potentially a very cost-effective approach in terms of promoting the relevant "good governance" principles in the ACP water sector, with potentially long-term and sustainable impacts on institutional and organisational change. Such "twinning" partnerships – through for instance training and technical assistance – can be efficient ways to promote the principles of good governance in the water sector in ACP countries.

The second priority of EC water policy in developing countries relates to the management of transboundary basins. Within the framework of the EU Water Initiative, and with resources from the ACP-EU Water Facility, the Commission supports the development of shared vision programmes and the strengthening of capacities in a number of African transboundary basins (Nile, Niger, Volta, Senegal, Kagera, Orange and Lake Chad).

This support has the main goal to reinforce the basic framework for sustainable use of shared water resources and is a prerequisite for multi-purpose basin development addressing the different water uses and sound investment in infrastructure. Building on this support, further opportunities are being developed, in particular in the framework of the EU-Africa Partnership on Infrastructure.

The EC policy states that different uses of water – such as drinking water, sanitation, irrigation, etc. – have to be addressed within an integrated water resources management (IWRM) framework in order to reach an optimal allocation of benefits among all users.

In Africa the EU supports the objective of achieving food security and promotes sustainable agriculture in line with the AU vision on agriculture expressed in the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme. Common strategies have also been developed in terms of food security, including through the “Food Security Thematic programme” (FSTP) finalised in May 2007. This emphasises, i.a., research and technology support for continental and regional food security." The EU is also supporting two programmes – on water and food, and agriculture, water and cities, through the global research component of FSTP.

In the framework of the Partnership on Climate Change of the AU-EU Action plan (Action 2 on desertification including the Green Wall for the Sahara Initiative – GWSI), support to the AU Commission is foreseen in the identification of the relevant activities  adapted to the national and regional context.

With what regards the support to the efforts of developing countries in adapting to climate change, the Commission is actively working for the implementation of the Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA). Along with the continuous political dialogue on climate change framed under the Alliance, financial cooperation is being designed in priority for adaptation activities in most vulnerable developing countries. At the end of 2009, support will have been concretised in 12 of the 15 countries selected for the first phase of the GCCA (2008-2010). At the end of 2010, the 15 countries will have received a support for increasing their resilience to climate change impacts for a total of €75 million. In addition to the contributions already provided by Sweden and the Czech Republic, Member States are invited to participate with additional funding to extend the support beyond the selected countries. Within the GCCA framework, the Commission is also working to set up, with the ACP group, a complementary regional support of €40 million from the 10th EDF intra-ACP envelope, to support the regions in enhancing their capacity to tackle climate change.

Activities at country level are governed by the principles of aid effectiveness and division of labour, which are addressed with relevant partners within the mechanisms of the EU Water Initiative. A mapping of EU Development Assistance in the water sector has been carried out to improve this ongoing dialogue. Developing awareness at country level takes place by supporting African-led initiatives, which is the core principle driving the dialogue between EU and the African Ministerial Council on Water (AMCOW).

The EU was represented at the Ministerial Segment of the World Water Forum by the current Czech Presidency.

The Istanbul Ministerial declaration adopted on 22 March reaffirms that water is a "basic need", but does not recognise a human right to water. In this respect, it should be noted that the UN Human Rights Council has requested a detailed study on the scope and content of the relevant human rights obligations related to equitable access to safe drinking water and sanitation under international human rights instruments. To this end, it has appointed an independent expert for a period of three years, who will submit a report in 2010. The Commission position is that, at this stage, it would be appropriate to wait for the outcome of this report in order to be able to fully assess the consequences of the introduction of a right to water.
-----------
� Resolution of the Council of the EU on water management in developing countries – policy and priorities for EU development cooperation.
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