Follow-up to the European Parliament Resolution on an action plan on urban mobility, adopted by the Commission on 14 July 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Gilles SAVARY (PSE/FR)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0199/2009 / P6_TA-PROV(2009)0307
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 23 April 2009
4.
Subject: Action plan on urban mobility
5.
Background of the Resolution:
The Commission had announced, in the Green Paper on Urban Mobility adopted in 2007, the adoption of an action plan on urban mobility for the autumn 2008. In December 2008, the Commission informed the European Parliament that the adoption of the action plan had been delayed.

In reaction, the designated rapporteur, Mr Savary, in close cooperation with the designated shadow rapporteurs, in particular Mr Rack (EPP-ED/AT), presented an oral question with debate to the Commission in the February 2009 EP Plenary, and decided to draft an own-initiative report on the subject.

6.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)
7.
Brief analysis/assessment of resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution constitutes a proposal for a European action plan on urban mobility. It regrets that the action plan on urban mobility announced by the Commission has not yet been published and, while approving the Commission's different initiatives in the field of urban mobility, stresses the need for a coherent approach in the form of an action plan that should be proposed by the Commission as soon as possible.

The resolution notes that urban transport constitutes a considerable proportion of the overall transport taking place in the EU. Based on this consideration, it concludes that articles 70 to 80 of the EC Treaty provide an adequate legal basis for Community action in the area of urban mobility, subject to strict adherence to the subsidiarity principle.

The resolution takes into account the opinion of the Committee of the Regions of 21 April 2009 on an action plan on urban mobility, which the Committee of the Regions adopted upon referral from the European Parliament of 10 March 2009.
The resolution stresses that local authorities can benefit from European cooperation and coordination, and that the Commission must therefore provide studies and a legal framework, finance research, promote and disseminate best practices in formats which are accessible to everyone in all EU languages, and provide a compendium of regulatory provisions in the area of urban mobility.

The resolution proposes an ambitious work programme with 29 suggestions under the following headings:

· Accelerating European research and innovation in the field of urban mobility;

· Encouraging optimisation of various modes of transport by improving urban scheduling;

· EU added value: incentivising sustainable mobility in urban areas;

· Urban transport: an industry and European technologies which should be taken into account in the Lisbon Strategy and the European economic recovery plan.

8.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission intends to come forward with an Action Plan on urban mobility in the near future. This action plan will follow up the Green Paper on urban mobility and will include a full overview of the Commission's concrete proposals for action during the years 2009 - 2012.

1. Actions already undertaken by the Commission

In recent months, the Commission has already launched a number of new actions that are relevant to the suggestions made by the Parliament.

The resolution asks the Commission to publish a compendium of EU legislation in the field of urban mobility. This overview is now available on the Commission's website. It calls for the Commission to draw up a report on zones with access regulations and to come forward with a harmonised approach on green zones. The Commission has launched a study on green zones to investigate the appropriate approach to address fragmentation due to the multiplication of different access rules for green zones. On the basis of the study results, the Commission will consider the need for further actions on EU level.

The resolution proposes to evaluate the experiences with tariff integration and the provision of intermodal information. It also proposes to set up an information and urban transport ticketing network. The Commission has launched a study on tariff integration and intelligent ticketing. It will launch an initiative that aims at improving access to travel information through a single European internet site. The resolution also asks to facilitate the exchange and dissemination of information, good practices and innovations through an internet portal. The Commission will soon launch an initiative in this field.

These and further concrete actions should be embedded into the Commission's overall action plan.

2. Requests for which the Commission has not yet undertaken actions

The resolution proposes the setting‑up of an urban mobility observatory within the Commission, but not in the form of an agency. It proposes the Commission to launch a programme for improving statistics on urban mobility and suggests awarding an annual European prize to outstanding and transferable transport initiatives and projects. It encourages stepping up initiatives related to 'car-free-days'.

The resolution requests that an integrated approach principle is further promoted in a partnership-based governance framework. The resolution also recommends providing support to the broad introduction of integrated sustainable urban mobility plans for all conurbations with more than 100 000 inhabitants and making EU financing conditional on the existence of such plans.

The resolution recommends examining the possibility, under the 2014‑2020 financial perspective, to put in place a new financial instrument for urban mobility. It calls on the Commission to allocate a significant proportion of the appropriations released by the European economic recovery plan to the financing of on‑going urban transport and public transport investments and projects and calls on Member States and regions to do the same. It calls on the Commission to develop a new generation of the CIVITAS Initiative.

The resolution recommends stepping up research, development and deployment of urban applications of intelligent transport systems. It suggests introducing a European policy for standardisation and certification of equipment in various fields related to urban mobility.

Finally, the resolution proposes to set up a permanent European forum on urban transport governance. It advocates cooperation between the authorities responsible for the organisation of public transport, traffic and parking in the larger European cities. It also suggests issuing guidelines related to the implementation of Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007 on public passenger transport services and drawing up a ‘users' charter’ for urban transport.

For the preparation of its Action Plan on urban mobility, the Commission will take due account of these suggestions.
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