Commission communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the May 2009 part-session

CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets as regards the marketing of poultrymeat
1.
Rapporteur: Ilda FIGUEIREDO (GUE/NGL/PT)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0223/2009 / P6_TA-PROV(2009)0336
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 May 2009
4.
Subject: Marketing standards for poultrymeat
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2008/0108(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: EC Treaty Article 37
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
8.
Commission’s position: The Commission accepts certain amendments.
Amendment 1:
Intentions of the Commission were very explicit in the explanatory Memorandum, providing that in case the proposal on antimicrobial substances would not be adopted, the Commission would withdraw the proposed new definition of poultry meat.
The Commission has taken a positive stance towards this deletion (in the Council compromise text).  As a result the current definition, which does not allow antimicrobial treatment, will remain.
Amendment 2:
There is no reason to introduce labelling provisions which fall under the Commission competence in a draft Council regulation.
Until entry into force of the single CMO as regards the poultry sector, the Council regulation on marketing standards (reg. 1906/90) provided for a mandatory indication of the Country of origin for imported poultry meat. Since 1 July 2008, such provision is no longer provided by the Council regulation (dropped in the single CMO process), but has been taken up by the Commission regulation on implementing rules.
In practice, 100% of imported poultry meat is used in further preparations/products in Europe. Since those preparations/products were not covered by the scope of application of the marketing standards they were not concerned by labelling provisions. In the future, now that poultry preparations and products should be covered by the scope of application, the Commission will assess if existing rules as regards labelling of origin should also be extended to the preparations and products.
Amendment 3:
Since the Commission opted for a strict option prohibiting poultry meat from being defrosted and then sold under fresh condition, date of slaughtering would not be very meaningful.
It is still possible for the operators to display such information on a voluntary basis.
Amendment 4:
See comments under amendment 1.
Amendment 5:
The Commission is convinced that it can authorize stiffening for a short period of time for facilitating the handling of the cutting process at the condition the stiffening is strictly limited in time (and it is already provided in the draft regulation for poultry meat). Therefore, at the condition, such practice does not allow the use of frozen meat, the Commission will support such possibility also for fresh poultry meat preparations in the compromise text.
But as regards, indication of the date of slaughter, the Commission cannot accept such mandatory labelling (see comments under amendment 3).
Amendment 6:
Indication of the list of ingredients is not covered by such vertical legislation. Such rules are provided by the Council and Parliament directive 2000/13/EC on foodstuff labelling.
Limits of water content are already provided by Commission regulation (EC) 543/2008 on implementing rules for marketing standards.
Amendment 7:
See comments under Amendment 6. Water content is limited by the Commission implementing rules.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission orally defended the amendments it can support before the Council, thereby modifying its proposal.
10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt the proposal only once the WTO (TBT) notification will be over (21 June 2009) in order to take into account if justified of third countries comments.
