Follow-up to the European Parliament Resolution on the Green Paper on the future TEN-T policy, adopted by the Commission on 14 July 2009
1.
Rapporteur: Eva LICHTENBERGER (Greens/EFA/AT)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0224/2009 / P6_TA-PROV(2009)0258

3.
Date of adoption of resolution: 22 April 2009

4.
Subject: Green Paper TEN-T: A policy review

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution welcomes the Commission's Green Paper on TEN-T.
The resolution makes the following key recommendations regarding the future TEN-T policy development, which are in line with the Commission position:

· Both economic, social and territorial cohesion and support of the internal market need to be given due attention as key objectives of the future TEN-T development.

· TEN-T needs to be properly connected to Europe's neighbours and the wider world both through efficient land transport links and nodes.

· Environmental / climate change objectives shall be high on the agenda of the further TEN-T development.

The resolution recognises the crucial role of Member States, in consultation with their regional and local authorities, stakeholder of civil society and local populations, in deciding, planning and financing transport infrastructure. The Commission can share this observation.

The resolution calls on the Commission to urge the Member States to integrate European environmental legislation (in particular Natura 2000, SEA, EIA, Air Quality, Water Framework, Habitat and Bird Directives as well as the Transport and Environmental Reporting Mechanism (TERM) reports on indicators for transport and environment, published by the European Environment Agency) into decision-making and planning for TEN-T projects; the Commission will take due account of this request, which is already today standard Commission practice.

The resolution supports the Green Paper's structural option C. This option foresees a dual layer, consisting of a comprehensive network, based on the current TEN-T maps, and an intermodal core network, still to be defined and with rail, sustainable waterways and ports as priorities.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission will use the resolution in the follow-up process of the Green Paper, next to the contributions to the public consultation and Council Conclusions which are currently being prepared. Based on this, a proposal for modifying the TEN-T Guidelines shall be prepared by the Commission in 2010. Further legislation and other possible measures may also be proposed if the public consultation and other Commission's follow-up analysis undertaken by the Commission prove that this is necessary.
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