Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on European conscience and totalitarianism, adopted by the Commission on 2 July 2009
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 103(4) of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure: EPP-ED, ALDE, UEN and Greens/ALE
2.

EP reference number: B6-0165/2009 / P6_TA-PROV(2009)0213

3.

Date of adoption of the Resolution: 2 April 2009

4.

Subject: European conscience and totalitarianism

5.

Background of the resolution:
On 8 April 2008 the Commission, together with the Slovenian presidency, held a hearing on the crimes committed by totalitarian regimes. This hearing was requested by the JHA Council in 2007 when it approved the framework decision on racism and xenophobia (adopted definitively on 28 November 2008). The June 2008 European Council welcomed the hearing and stressed that the process should continue.

On 3 June 2008, at an international conference at the Senate of the Czech Parliament, a declaration on European Conscience and Communism (the "Prague Declaration") was adopted by eminent persons who put forward a series of proposals on the question of the memory of totalitarian crimes.

On 23 September 2008 the European Parliament adopted a declaration on the proclamation of 23 August as European Day of Remembrance for Victims of Stalinism and Nazism. Its purpose is to safeguard the memory of victims of mass exterminations and deportations while reinforcing democracy and upholding peace and stability in Europe.

On 18 March 2009 the Czech Presidency, in cooperation with the MEPs who support the Prague Declaration, organised a hearing on "European Conscience and Crimes of Totalitarian Communism: 20 Years After". Its aim was to establish a Platform of European Memory and Conscience.

6.

Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

Key points of the resolution:

•
It salutes the victims and opponents of totalitarianism, emphasises the importance of respect for human dignity, freedom and democracy and condemns the crimes of totalitarian regimes.

•
It highlights the importance of memory and truth for reconciliation. It calls for awareness-building actions to increase and preserve knowledge of the history of Europe and actions to promote historical research, in particular by asking the Member States to open up their archives. It calls for support for the activities of non‑governmental organisations, including in Russia, and the opening-up of archives.

•
It calls for 23 August to be proclaimed "European Day of Remembrance" to commemorate the victims of all totalitarian and authoritarian regimes with dignity and impartiality.

•
It calls for the establishment of a Platform of European Memory and Conscience to provide support for networking and cooperation among national historical research institutes specialising in the subject of totalitarianism, and for the creation of a pan‑European documentation centre/memorial for the victims of all totalitarian regimes.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the adoption of the Resolution on European conscience and totalitarianism. The question of totalitarian crimes is part of a difficult but necessary process, since it is an important subject not only for better knowledge and understanding of the Union's shared history, but also for the future of the European integration process, which is more than a purely economic process. However, it is of course for the Member States to find their own way forward when it comes to dealing with victims and promoting reconciliation. The European Union’s role is to facilitate this process by encouraging discussion and helping to ensure that experience and good practice are shared.

The Commission finds Parliament’s Declaration on proclaiming 23 August European Day of Remembrance for the Victims of Stalinism and Nazism an important initiative, and one which it supports in the interests of preserving the memory of totalitarian crimes and raising public awareness, particularly among the younger generations.

The hearing of 8 April 2008 on totalitarian crimes organised by the Commission with the Slovenian presidency showed that the Member States in Western Europe need to be more aware of the tragic history of the Member States in the East, which is also part of our shared European history.

The Commission is willing to examine what scope it has to support projects such as a European Memory and Conscience Platform, which is designed to promote information exchanges and networking between national institutes active in this field.

More generally, the Commission will examine how Community programmes might help heighten European public awareness of these issues.

The Commission is now focusing its attention on the report it will submit in 2010, as the Council has requested. This report will provide the opportunity for a political debate on the need for new EU initiatives. In drawing up this report, the Commission will have the fullest regard to the European Parliament Resolution on European conscience and totalitarianism. To prepare the ground for the report the Commission has launched a study with the aim of providing a factual overview of the methods, legislation and practices used in the Member States to address the memory of totalitarian crime. The study will be completed by the end of 2009.
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