Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the draft Commission decision establishing the 2009 Annual Action Programme for Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development (Part II: Targeted Projects), adopted by the Commission on 14 July 2009
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 81 of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Development (DEVE)
2.
EP reference number: B6-0285/2009 / P6_TA-PROV(2009)0358

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 6 May 2009

4.
Subject: 2009 Annual Action Programme for Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament resolution on part II of the 2009 AAP opposes the adoption of the draft Commission decision and expresses concern on several matters concerning its content, formulating five specific requests to the Commission. The main points and requests in the resolution can be summarised as follows:

1. It opposes the draft Commission decision in its current form.

2. It requests to clarify the criteria for determining the existence of a 'de jure or de facto monopoly' situation.

3. It requests an open, transparent and horizontal application of the criteria for awarding direct grants for targeted projects, in particular for the three projects proposed in the draft Commission decision.

4. It requests that uninterrupted funding of certain activities (networking, exchanges, partnerships, capacity building in new member states and accession states, etc) is ensured through a Europe-wide programme.

5. It invites the Commission to engage in a dialogue with the Parliament in the context of its forthcoming review of the system of calls for proposals for the Thematic Programmes and it calls for existing arrangements on directly funded actions to be left unchanged for a 12 month period.

6. It asks the Commission to include in the decision EU-wide projects for raising awareness of development issues in the enlarged EU and for development education exchange in the EU.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
1.
The Commission regrets the Parliament opposition to the draft decision. It recalls that comprehensive information has been provided to the DEVE Committee and the Working Group D (Democratic scrutiny) through several detailed information notes
.

2.
The Commission underlines that the "monopoly" situation applies to "organisations" and not to "projects". The Commission has explained in detail to the Parliament through the above mentioned information notes and during meetings with the Committee of Development the reasons why the applicants of both projects DEEEP III (Plan Finland) and TRIALOG IV (Horizont 3000) are not in such a situation.

3.
The Commission grants the utmost value to transparency in the exercise of its implementing powers and naturally welcomes the Parliament's claim for openness in the application of the criteria for the selection of targeted projects. The information notes mentioned above and the explanations provided by the Commission during the DEVE Committee - Working Group for the Democratic Scrutiny meeting of 22 April and the DEVE Committee of 27 April are in line with the spirit of open cooperation that nurtures inter-institutional relations.

4.
The NSA-LA thematic programme allows concerned civil society organisations and local authorities to apply for funding of strategic and Europe-wide projects, exchanges of good practices and capacity building networks, allowing then to improve dialogue and capacity building. The call for proposals mechanism is the normal system of selection foreseen by the FR to allow co-financing very valuable projects of a strategic nature, such as the EU-wide projects submitted by the network of EU Trade Unions and the Platform of Local and Regional Authorities.

The Commission will naturally very much welcome further discussions with the Parliament to discuss the strategic orientations of the programme.

5.
The Commission accords the greatest value to the Parliament's views and suggestions and welcomes the invitation of the European Parliament to engage in dialogue and expresses its readiness to discuss on the strategic orientations and future development of thematic programmes in the framework of the Palermo II process. This process intends to take up the "Quadrilogue" to improve a European Community strategy to support civil society and to ensure a more effective implementation of participatory development.

6.
The NSA-LA programme in its current form (part I and part II) covers the priorities requested to be introduced by the Parliament, particularly through objectives 2 (development education) and 3 of the programme (coordination and networking), amounting to a total of €33 million. The Commission, though, is strongly devoted to the constant improvement of the effectiveness and strategic character of the programme, and remains committed to an enhanced dialogue both with Member States and with the European Parliament in the framework of the coming developments, such as the already mentioned "Palermo II" process and the programming exercise for the next multiannual strategy.

While remaining at the disposition of the Parliament for further discussing the above response, the Commission understands that there is no opposition from the side of the Parliament for the implementation of the three projects included in the Annual Action Programme Part II. Moreover, the Commission notes that the Parliament does not consider that the Commission has exceeded its implementing powers. Consequently, the Commission hereby informs the Parliament that it will proceed with the continuation of the Decisional process and the implementation of the important projects included in the NSA-LA Annual Action Programme (Part II).

-----------
� Explanatory note AIDCO/F1/NC D(2009) of 6 April 2009; and Note from Mr. Richelle to Mssrs. Borrell and Berman of 23 April 2009.
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