Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the institutional aspects of setting up the European External Action Service (EEAS), adopted by the Commission on 19 January 2010
1.
Rapporteur: Elmar BROK (EPP/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0041/2009 / P7-TA-PROV(2009)0057
3.
Date of the adoption of the resolution: 22 October 2009

4.
Subject: the institutional aspects of the setting up of the EEAS
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution examines how the EEAS is to be set up. It stresses the wish to see the EEAS to be part of the Commission from a budgetary and administrative point of view and thus subject to Parliamentary control and scrutiny.  It calls on the Commission to support the preservation and further development of the Community model in the Union’s external relations. It proposes hearings for appointees to senior posts.

It expresses the view that the EEAS should evolve in the light of experience. It reiterates the EP’s determination to exercise its powers to the full in connection with the institutional innovation.

As regards the European Commission, the EP would like to see action taken in the following fields:

Point 2: reminds the Commission that the Decision to set up the EEAS cannot be taken without its agreement;
Point 3: Calls on the Commission and other institutions to clearly commit themselves to reach an agreement with the involvement of Parliament on a comprehensive plan for the setting up of the EEAS;
Point 6: Urges the Commission to insist on a number of proposals: appointments to be made on merit; improvement of the consistency of the external action of the EU; Commission Directorates General to retain external relations responsibilities; military and civil crisis management units to be placed under the HR/VP’s authority; Commission Delegations to become EU Delegations; presence of EP contact persons in Delegations.
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

On point 2:
The Commission is aware that it must give its consent to the Decision setting up the EEAS. It is the responsibility of the HR/VP to prepare and propose the Decision. The Commission will work with the HR/VP to ensure that the proposal will deliver an effective EEAS.

On point 3:
The Commission believes that all responsible for setting up the EEAS should involve the EP. Contacts have already begun.

On point 6:
Many of these points already figure in the paper adopted by the European Council on 29-30 October 2009. The Commission, in informal contacts with the Presidency and the Council Secretariat and more formally in COREPER, was able to make a significant input in the process of preparing this paper. The Commission will continue to work with all concerned to make known its views. It will have to give its consent to the draft Decision on the EEAS (see point 2 above).
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