Commission communication
on the action taken on opinions and
resolutions adopted by Parliament at the
November I and II 2009 part-sessions
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 listing the third countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the external borders and those whose nationals are exempt from that requirement

1.
Rapporteur: Tanja FAJON (S&D/SL)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0042/2009 / P7_TA-PROV(2009)0062
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 November 2009

4.
Subject: Amendment of Regulation 539/2001 - Abolition of the short visa obligation for the citizens of Fyrom, Serbia and Montenegro

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2009/0104(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: Article 62(2)(b)(i) TEC
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) 

8.
Commission's position: The Commission did not accept the EP amendments:
- the amendments on the legal provisions (amendments nos 11-12):
The Commission did not agree with the "technique législative" used by the EP to pass the positive signal to Bosnia and Albania (transfer already now to the positive list, with an "asterisk").
The Vice President Barrot stressed on 11 November 2009 (in the Plenary session of the EP in Brussels) that the EP position is not in line with the structured dialogue followed since January 2008 for the Western Balkan countries (approach based on detailed roadmaps defining clear benchmarks).  The Vice President expressed his support to the joint political declaration, confirming the commitment of the European Union to achieve visa liberalisation for Bosnia and Herzegovina and Albania during 2010.
- the amendments on the recitals (amendments nos 1-10 and the amendment 14):
The Commission considers that these amendments go beyond the scope of the present proposal and should not be added to the preamble of this proposal.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission will not modify its proposal.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council adopted the proposal on 30 November 2009.
