Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the draft Progress annual plan of work for 2010 and the list of activities by policy section proposed by the Commission, adopted by the Commission on 3 February 2010
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 88(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0135/2009 / P7-TA-PROV(2009)0063
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 November 2009
4.
Subject: draft Commission decision regarding the PROGRESS annual plan of work 2010 and the list of activities by policy section

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and of requests made in it:

The Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity - Progress (2007-2013) provides financial support for the implementation of the European Union’s objectives in the areas of employment, social affairs and equal opportunities, as set out in the Social Agenda and the renewed Social Agenda.

Following its Communication on "A shared commitment for employment" adopted on 3 June 2009 and in order to accelerate implementation of measures aiming at alleviating the impact of the crisis on the EU labour markets, the Commission proposed to establish a new European microfinance facility (hereafter the "Facility") for employment and social inclusion (COM(2009)333).

In line with the Inter-institutional Agreement of 17 May 2006 between the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission on budgetary discipline and sound financial management
 and after examining all possible options, the Commission proposed reallocating €100 million from the Progress programme (between 2010 and 2013) to the Facility. This proposal implied an amendment to the Decision establishing Progress so as to set the programme’s financial envelope at €643.25 million for the period 1 January 2007 to 31 December 2013 (COM(2009)340).

Both proposals are currently subject to inter-institutional discussions. The main divergence concern the Facility's budget.

In the meantime, the Commission drafted the Annual Work Plan 2010 for the Progress programme taking account of the (proposed) budget reduction (i.e. in line with the Commission's proposal to reallocate €100 million from the Progress programme to the Facility). The Work Plan was approved by the Progress Committee on 7 October and submitted to the Parliament on 20 October pursuant to the latter’s right of scrutiny.

The EP considers that the draft Commission decision exceeds the implementing powers and calls on the Commission to withdraw the draft decision regarding the Progress annual plan of work for 2010 and the list of activities by policy section and to submit a new one.

The EP adopted the 2010 EU budget on 17 December 2009, providing for 25 million from the margins to be allocated to the Facility and maintaining the full budget of the Progress programme for 2010 (i.e. before the cut proposed by the Commission).

6.
Response to the requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission has taken due account of the Parliament’s position. It has withdrawn the Progress Annual Work Plan and the corresponding list of activities by policy section. In line with the 2010 EU budget and in accordance with the existing legal basis
, the Commission presented a new proposal to the EP pursuant to the latter’s right of scrutiny (expiring on 21 January).
-----------
� OJ C 139, 14.6.2006.


� Decision No 1672/2006/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 October 2006 establishing a Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity — Progress, JO L 315 of 15.11.2006.
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