Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the Internal Market Scoreboard, adopted by the Commission on 12 May 2010
1.
Rapporteur: Róza von THUN UND HOHENSTEIN (EPP/PL)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0084/2009 / P7-TA-PROV(2010)0051

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 March 2010

4.
Subject: Internal Market Scoreboard

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)

6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution stresses the importance of an effectively functioning internal market for a stable and innovative economic environment, necessary to promote high quality goods and services and create new jobs. The resolution acknowledges the significant role of the Internal Market Scoreboard (IMS) as a helpful tool supporting Member States in their efforts to reduce the deficit in transposition of EU legislation and to concretely improve the functioning of the internal market.

Whilst recognising that this should remain the primary focus, the resolution suggests that the IMS should be further developed as an instrument for dialogue to identify the difficulties encountered by Member States in transposing legislation. The Commission is asked to provide more information in particular on the application and enforcement of internal market legislation by including objective indicators as to the functioning of the internal market in the IMS and thereby allowing better tracking of performance and trends.

Moreover it calls upon the Commission to organize an Internal Market Forum bringing together representatives of Member States and EU institutions to establish a clearer commitment to proper transposition, application and enforcement of internal market legislation and exchange of best practices. In this context it also underlines the importance of open dialogue and closer cooperation between national parliaments and the European Parliament.

The resolution welcomes the Commission's Recommendation on measures to improve the functioning of the internal market and urges Member States to work closely with the Commission and each other to assume their share of responsibility and ownership to exploit the internal market's full potential.

7.
Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission welcomes the resolution on the Internal Market Scoreboard and the numerous suggestions for its further development.

Late or incorrect transposition of EU legislation by Member States deprives citizens and businesses of their rights under Community law. It undermines the trust in the EU as a Community based on the rule of law and raises serious questions about its credibility. Therefore, timely and correct application of EU law in Member States is of key importance. This resolution confirms and reinforces the importance attached to this issue which the Commission very much welcomes.

The motion for a resolution coincided with the publication by the Commission of the Internal Market Scoreboard n°20. This report has been presented by Commissioner Barnier at the Competitiveness Council and to the press on 1 March 2010 together with the new SOLVIT and Citizens Signpost Service 2009 annual reports. Internal Market Scoreboard n°20 provides already a wider range of information concerning the application and enforcement of internal market legislation. In particular as regards increased focus on infringements procedures, including more information on the time required to resolve these infringement procedures or Member States' compliance with the judgments of the Court of Justice.

The Commission welcomes the idea of the Internal Market Forum mentioned in the resolution. It could help bringing more attention to transposition, application and enforcement issues and to encourage more exchange of good practices in these areas. Further discussion is, of course, necessary to agree on the role and content of such a Forum, its frequency and all practical arrangements. The Commission is looking forward to working on this issue with Parliament in the near future.

In terms of further follow up, the Commission will carefully examine which of the recommended actions could be included again or further developed in the forthcoming editions of the IMS, while at the same time maintaining the Scoreboard's accessible format which promotes ease of reference and provides clear and targeted messages.
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