Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the Green Paper on the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy, adopted by the Commission on 4 May 2010
1.
Rapporteur: Maria do Céu PATRĀO NEVES (EPP/PT)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0014/2010 / P7_TA-PROV(2010)0039
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 February 2010

4.
Subject: Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)

6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

Overall, the resolution adopted by the European Parliament clearly supports the need for a reform as expressed in the Green Paper on the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy (COM(2009)163 final, 22 April 2009). It confirms the five structural failings as identified in the Green Paper. It does not see reasons for a hierarchy of objectives (among environmental, economic or social), but it does call for a radical reform that makes ecological sustainability a basic premise for the future of European fisheries, that gives more responsibility to the sector, that guarantees the future of both fisheries resources and fishermen, and among others that supplies fish to the public, safeguards jobs, improves living conditions for fishermen, and ensures the sustainable development of coastal areas.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission considers the Resolution of the Parliament as a fruitful base for further dialogue and work on the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy. The Resolution is very supportive to the reform process to which the Commission is fully committed.  The analysis of the problems and issues at stake with the current policy coincide to a high degree with the Commission analysis and discussions.

A large number of elements mentioned for the future policy are in line with the ideas forwarded in the Green Paper and in the dialogue that followed on this Communication. Notably the Resolution coincides on the following important issues:

· The need for a radical reform, based on the ecosystems approach and better integration of the CFP into the broader marine and maritime policy context.

· Ecological sustainability as a basic premise for a fishing activity that is economically and socially sustainability.

· Long-term approaches with maximum sustainable yield as the target for fisheries management and more science-based decisions.

· Rethinking of the decision-making framework with focus of the political decision making arena on strategic elements, with more delegation and implementing and operating responsibilities to other bodies, including Member States and regional advisory bodies.

· Specific attention to meet the specific needs and characteristics related to the future viability of the small-scale coastal fleets and the related coastal areas.

· The need to bring the fleet capacity into balance with the resources.

· A reform and modernisation of the Common Market Organisation towards more producer responsibility and marketing.

· Strong external presence and a review of the bilateral agreements so as to optimize the combination of EU fishing interests and development components.

Without defining a definitive position at this stage of the process, the Commission would like to highlight some issues on which it hopes to work further with the Parliament.

The Commission takes note of the emphasis the Parliament Resolution puts on different aspects of the social dimension, and hopes to work together with the Parliament to further this cause within the boundaries of its competences.

Finally, the Parliament Resolution calls for finalisation of the reform process by early 2011. The Commission believes that thorough consultation, dialogue and preparation of the legislative package (including impact assessment) leads to a timeframe in which adoption by the College of Commissioners of the proposals is planned for the first semester of 2011.  From then the Commission is committed to work together with both the Parliament and the Council to ensure swift finalisation of negotiations and adoption of the proposals.

The Commission will treat the Resolution as an important contribution to the further dialogue and the development of the future policies. The Parliament will, of course, be informed and consulted regularly.
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