Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2009 progress report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, adopted by the Commission on 20 April 2010
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0065/2010 / P7-TA–PROV(2010)0024

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 10 February 2010

4.
Subject: Progress towards accession by the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

5.
Background of the resolution: 2009 progress report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
Overall, the Resolution notes with satisfaction that, on the basis of progress achieved, the Commission has recommended the start of accession negotiations with the country.  It recalls that good neighbourly relations, including a settlement of the name issue, are essential.  It encourages the country and Greece to redouble their efforts, especially in the framework of the UN negotiations, and stresses that the EU should be ready to assist in the negotiation process.  It notes with concern the Council's postponement of the decision on further steps as it is liable to aggravate inter-ethnic tensions in the country and have an adverse affect on regional stability.

The Resolution notes the political developments in the country.  In particular it welcomes the broad consensus on adopting EU related legislation.  However it stresses the importance of effective implementation.  It also welcomes the good progress in the fight against corruption noting however that corruption remains prevalent. The conduct of the presidential and local elections represented good progress however the government should continue to implement the remaining OSCE/ODIHR recommendations.

The Resolution stresses the utmost importance of improving inter-ethnic relations by continuing to implement the Ohrid Framework Agreement.  The reforms of the judiciary, public administration and police should be continued.  The European Parliament regrets that the bill for a comprehensive anti-discrimination law does not recognize sexual orientation as a grounds of discrimination.  Gender equality needs to be strengthened and implementation of Roma inclusion activities needs to go forward.

The Resolution reviews the economic and social situation.  The macro-economic policies are commended but there is concern as regards the persistently high levels of unemployment.  The business environment needs to be improved and workers' rights should be maintained.  Environmental policy should be strengthened. There is progress in the preparations for decentralized management of IPA, which is an important tool for preparing for membership.

As regards regional issues the European Parliament congratulates the country for achieving visa liberalisation.  It welcomes the country's participation in EU missions and the conclusion of border demarcation with Kosovo.

The Resolution recalls that good neighbourly relations, including a settlement of the name issue, are essential.  It encourages the country and Greece to redouble their efforts, especially in the framework of the UN negotiations, and stresses that the EU should be ready to assist in the negotiation process.

Furthermore the Resolution calls on the Commission and the EU to take action in specific areas:

The Resolution calls on the Commission to provide the necessary technical and financial assistance within the framework of IPA to better integrate the transport system with those of the neighbouring countries.

As regards the solution of the name issue the Resolution stresses that the EU should be ready to assist in the negotiation process.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission:
· Looks forward to the Council endorsing its recommendation to start accession negotiations.

· Continues to monitor closely political developments and the reform process in the country.  These will be assessed in the 2010 Progress Report.

· Will continue to support the reforms of the country through the IPA Programme in line with the findings of the Progress Report and the priorities identified in the Accession Partnership and the Multi-Annual Indicative Programming Document.  The current MIPD 2009-2011 for the country allocates EUR 272.8 million to be concentrated on three strategic areas:

· Support to Institution Building;

· Improve Cross-Border Cooperation (CBC); and

· Prepare for participation in the European Union cohesion and rural development policy.

· As regards integration of transport networks with those of neighbouring countries, the European Commission has allocated EUR 66.575 million through IPA assistance - Component III for the period 2007-2011. These funds are being targeted to the development and implementation of infrastructure investments which contribute to the completion, efficient and safe operation of transport corridors VIII (linking by rail and road the Bulgarian border in the East and the Albanian border in the west, comprising links of 152 kms) and corridor X (linking by road the southern part of the country to the border with Greece, in an extension of approximately 28 kms) forming an integral part of the South East Europe Core Regional Transport Network.

· Remains committed to supporting the on-going talks on the name issue.  The Commission recommendation is in fact acting as an incentive to work towards a solution.  It is sending a clear message that the government of the country should seize this window of opportunity to find a solution.  If the EU can make a positive contribution to the negotiating process it should do so.
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