Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on "Europeana - the next steps", adopted by the Commission on 6 July 2010
1.
Rapporteur: Helga TRÜPEL (Greens/EFA/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0028/2010 / P7_TA(2010)0129

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 May 2010

4.
Subject: The further development of Europeana – Europe's digital library, archive and museum

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution strongly supports the further development of Europeana as the common access point to Europe's digitised cultural heritage. It highlights different areas of work for the coming years, and suggests a number of actions to be undertaken by the Commission:

Quantity and quality of content: Europeana should reach a stock of at least 15 million digitised objects by 2015. The content accessible through the site should better reflect the cultural heritage of all the Member States and have a better distribution among the different types of content. The Parliament encourages the Commission to assist in finding ways and means of drawing Member States' attention to the need of bringing major works from national collections into Europeana.

Framework conditions for digitisation and online accessibility: The Parliament asks the Commission to continue the work of the High Level Group on digital libraries for a shared vision for European digital libraries. It stresses that public domain material should stay in the public domain once it is digitised and urges the Commission and the Member States to adopt legal provisions which are as uniform and comprehensive as possible, designed to ensure that digitisation processes by themselves do not bring about any 'sui generis' copyright. It calls on the Commission to submit a legislative proposal on the digitisation, preservation and dissemination of orphan works, and to develop a European database of orphan works.

Technologies: The Parliament recommends that the Commission and partner institutions find IT solutions for digitised material available on the Europeana website that is subject to copyright, and that the Commission insists on a standard electronic format for the digitised works.

Financing and governance issues: The Parliament supports the idea of public-private partnerships for digitisation, but stresses that a substantial part of the financing should come from public contributions. It proposes that Europeana's digitisation process be interpreted as part of the Lisbon strategy and that a separate budget line be established in the next Multiannual Financial Framework. It calls on the Member States and the Commission to present an annual report to the European Parliament on the outlay of Europeana and the progress made. It proposes that a review of the funding arrangements for Europeana be carried out by Parliament, in conjunction with the Commission in 2011. The Parliament asks the Commission and the Member States to ensure that a competent authority is designed at national level for the purpose of managing and monitoring the digitisation process and contributing to Europeana and recommends that the Commission researches the possibility of establishing a European body to coordinate the involvement of national authorities in relation with issues relevant to Europeana.

Information and awareness raising: The Parliament asks the Commission to launch a media and online campaign for popularising the Europeana site and calls on the Commission to ensure that the information campaigns and similar awareness-raising activities regarding Europeana are channelled through the relevant partnership organisations in the Member States.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Quantity and quality of content: The Commission will continue to work with the Member States and their cultural institutions to increase the content of Europeana with the aim to reach a better balance between the content from different Member States and sectors (i.e. material (including masterpieces) that is still underrepresented in the collections searchable through Europeana). The Commission is confident that the aim of 15 million digitised objects will be reached by 2015.

Framework conditions for digitisation and online accessibility: The recently established 'Comité des Sages on bringing Europe's cultural heritage online' will build on the work of the High Level Group on Digital Libraries, with a view to defining recommendations for digitisation in Europe. The Comité des Sages will report back to Vice-President Kroes and Commissioner Vassiliou before the end of 2010.

As indicated in the Digital Agenda for Europe
 (Key Action n°1), the Commission intends to make a proposal for a legal instrument on orphan works in 2010. It will, in addition, carry forward the work with the stakeholders on out of print works initiated in the High Level Group on Digital Libraries. Through the CIP programme, it will continue supporting the development of relevant databases with rights information, such as the ARROW service which aims at linking existing databases on the rights status of books and developing a European database of orphan works.

Technologies: The Commission will continue to support the development of technical solutions to improve the Europeana service through the CIP programme. In addition, new technologies related to the digitisation and the preservation of digital material will be further supported through the Framework programmes for Research and Development.

Financing and governance issues: One of the key actions of the Digital Agenda for Europe concerns proposing, by 2012, a sustainable model for financing Europeana and digitisation of content (Key Action n°15). An important input in this respect will be the report from the 'Comité des Sages on bringing Europe's cultural heritage online' due end 2010. The financing of digitisation, including the possibility for public-private partnerships (and conditions attached to these partnerships) is a central element in the terms of reference defining its work.  The Commission will keep the Parliament and the other Institutions regularly informed on progress in achieving the quantitative and qualitative goals for Europeana and in improving the framework conditions for the digitisation, online accessibility and preservation of cultural material.

Information and awareness raising: The Commission shares the view of the Parliament on the need to raise awareness about Europeana and to increase the visibility of the site. Europeana intends to launch its fully operational service in the autumn 2010 and a promotional campaign is envisaged by the Europeana office involving partner organisations as their ambassadors in Member States. Part of the funding the Commission provided to the Europeana operations is earmarked for activities to increase the visibility of the site as well as the CIP programme. The Commission will also directly support the Europeana team in its goal to provide information on and raise awareness about Europeana with the general public and cultural institutions, through its own communication channels (including through press-releases, contacts with journalists, the Europa website, etc).

------------
� COM(2010)245 of 19 May 2010.
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