Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the Commission Communication: Action plan on Organ Donation and Transplantation (2009-2015): Strengthened Cooperation between Member States, adopted by the Commission on 6 July 2010
1.
Rapporteur: Andres PERELLO RODRIGUEZ (S&D/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0103/2010 / P7-TA-PROV(2010)0183

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 May 2010
4.
Subject: Action Plan on Organ Donation and Transplantation (2009-2015): Strengthened Cooperation between Member States

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The Resolution supports the approach taken in the Commission's Communication for an Action Plan on Organ Donation and Transplantation, and clearly acknowledges the need for action at European level.

The Resolution fully shares the Commission's analysis of the situation of organ donation and transplantation in the EU and confirms the priorities for action outlined in the Communication. It stresses the significant potential to share expertise between Member States which can increase organ availability and reduce inequalities in access to transplantation.

The Resolution shares the Commissions' view, that "changes to the organisation of organ donation and procurement can substantially increase and sustain organ donation rates" and looks forward to see elements of the Action Plan implemented by Member States.

Finally the Resolution challenges Member States and the Commission to take more concrete and immediate action, in particular with regard to the following issues:

· Organ donation should be voluntary and unpaid, and take place in clearly defined legal and ethical contexts.
· A legal basis for ensuring valid consent or objection to organ donation by a deceased person or his/her relatives should be clearly defined.
· Member States should promote the development of quality improvement programmes for organ donation in every hospital where there is potential for organ donation.
· Promoting registers of living donors and follow-up of recipients.
· The important role of post-transplantation care, including the appropriate use of anti-rejection therapies.
· Prevention of organ trafficking and "transplant tourism, including more Europol involvement.
· The creation of national and EU-wide registers and relevant methodology to compare post transplantation results among Member States.
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission welcomes the positive and constructive way in which the resolution responds to the Commission's Communication on an Action Plan, and is pleased to note that the Parliament in its' Resolution shares the Commission's view that action at all levels, including the EU level, is needed in order to address the challenges ahead on the field of organ donation.

The Commission is also pleased to note that the Parliament agrees with the Commission on the main priorities of the Action Plan namely increasing availability of organs, enhancing the efficiency and availability of transplantation systems, promoting quality and safety aspects.

In relation to raising public awareness on the issue of organ donation and transplantation, whilst taking into account the cultural particularities of each Member State (paragraph 19), the Commission is committed to help Member States to improve the knowledge and communication skills of health professionals and patient support groups on organ transplantation. This is reflected in Priority Action 4. In particular, the Commission will actively contribute by helping Member States to:

· improve the level of information which is available to the public on these topics (action 4.1);

· promote training programmes for developing communication skills for health professionals and patient support groups on organ transplantation (action 4.2), and

· organise meetings at national level with journalists and opinion leaders and manage adverse publicity (action 4.3).

With regard to organ trafficking (paragraphs 30 and 33), the Commission shares the Parliament's concern for combating organ trafficking. It is recognised that a good way of fighting organ trafficking is to increase the number of available organs. The future Directive of the European Parliament and Council on standards of quality and safety of human organs intended for transplantation will indirectly contribute to combating organ trafficking through the establishment of competent authorities, the authorisation of transplantation centres, the establishment of conditions of procurement and systems of traceability.

The Commission follows the situation with respect to possible cases of trafficking for the purpose of the removal of organs. In this context, the Commission adopted in March 2010 a proposal for a Directive on preventing and combating trafficking in human beings (COM(2010)95 final), including for the purpose of the removal of organs.

As far as improving quality and safety of organ donation and transplantation is concerned, the Commission agrees with the Parliaments' Resolution on the need for a Union regulatory framework in order to set quality and safety criteria for human organs across the Union. This is the backbone of the future Directive on standards for quality and safety of human organs for transplantation. The Directive will facilitate organ exchange between Member States, thus helping European patients. Union provisions will ensure that human organs are of acceptable quality and safety thus reassuring the public that human organs procured in another Member State carry identical basic quality, and safety guarantees as those obtained in their own country.

The Commission would like to highlight that it has already started working on several priorities of the Action Plan by convening meetings with experts from Member States in order to facilitate coordinated actions in the field of organ donation and transplantation.
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